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Breaking new ground: Andreeva is the 
first player, man or woman, born after 
2005 to win a Grand Slam while the 114th-
ranked Chwalinska will climb to 21 after 
her runner-up finish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07J6. Actor Salim Kumar passes away at 56 

 56                                          

 National award-winning Malayalam actor Salim Kumar, 56, passed away at a private hospital 
in Kochi late on Saturday night. 

                                                , 56,                            ए       
                       

 He has won both the National and State awards for „Best Actor‟ for his moving portrayal in 
film Adaminte Makan Abu (2010). 

             Adaminte Makan Abu (2010)                           ए                    
       औ                             

 He has won the Kerala State Film Award on four occasions. 

                                                
 Since his debut in a small role in Ishtamanu Nooru Vattam (1996), Kumar has acted in over 

250 films. 
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 Ishtamanu Nooru Vattam (1996)    ए                                               250    
                          

 Kumar, who has acted in Tamil and Bengali movies, has also tried his luck in writing and 

directing. 

      औ                                              औ                           

07J6. HC raps U.P. police, says officers serve 
„political bosses‟ 

                  .  .                    ,     
        „              ‟                 

 Questioning the functioning of the Uttar Pradesh 
police, the Allahabad High Court recently observed that 

the loyalties of the State‟s police officers often appear to be 
aligned with the ruling dispensation rather than the 
Constitution. 

                                             ए              

                                                          
                                                        

         
 The remarks came from the Bench of Justice 

Vinod Diwakar, which was hearing a case pertaining to the 
Gangsters Act against Ghaziabad resident Rajendra 
Tyagi and his family on Wednesday. 

                                                  ,              
                             औ                       

                                                  
 While quashing the case, the court found that the 

allegations arose from land and financial disputes and did 
not meet the legal requirements for invoking the stringent 
law. 

                       ए                              औ  
                        ए                                
                                       

 The court expressed serious concern about the 
arrest of Lalita Tyagi, a homemaker, who spent nearly 80 
days in jail. 

                                                          
       ,              80                ए  

 It termed her arrest “patently illegal, arbitrary and 
wholly unwarranted”. 

                             “               ,        औ                 ”        
 Reprimanding the police, the court noted that a deeply entrenched culture has taken root in 

which the rule of law is treated less as a Constitutional mandate and more as an 

administrative obstacle. 

                        ए                   ए                                           , 
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 “The vertical loyalty of officers runs not toward the Constitution but toward the ruling 

dispensation. 

 “                                                                               
 Field officers, acutely conscious of the transfer-posting economy, calibrate their conduct to 

satisfy political superiors. 

                         -                                        ए                
                                                  

 Encounter killings, selective crackdowns, and targeted use of the Gangsters Act against 

inconvenient individuals have periodically attracted judicial notice,” the court said. 

              ,                                                                           

   -                                    ,”                 
 It further recorded a prima facie finding that former Ghaziabad Police Commissioner Ajay 

Kumar Mishra appeared to have misused his authority while approving the Gangsters Act 

proceedings. 

                                                                                         
                                                                                      

 

07J6. Praggnanandhaa caps fairytale run with title win 

                                                                

 The 20-year-old from Chennai stormed to the title in sensational style after languishing in the 
last place after round six of the Open event in Norway Chess 2026. 

          20                         2026                                                     
                           ए                 

 His victims included Alireza Firouzja, the great Magnus Carlsen, D. Gukesh and Vincent 
Keymer. 

                      ,                  ,   .       औ                        



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
 

 In the process, he became the first Indian to win the prestigious title. 

 इ                                                               ए  
 He topped the leaderboard with 18 points, one ahead of American Wesley So, with his 

convincing win in the final round. 

                                           18                                 औ          
            ए               

 While Praggnanandhaa came up with a special performance, his compatriot and World 
Champion D. Gukesh‟s form was up-and-down. 

                                  ,                 औ                .                    -
              

 He finished with the wooden spoon after a last-round loss to Magnus Carlsen. 

                                                                   
 Carlsen wound up fourth after an eminently forgettable outing. 

                                                 
 The women‟s event saw Kazakhstan‟s Bibisara Assaubayeva slump to a defeat in her final 

outing after having clinched the title on Thursday with a round to spare. 

                                                 ए                                          
  ,                                                    

 China‟s Zhu Jiner had a strong finish to take the second spot ahead of the 2025 champion 
Anna Muzychuk. 

                                     ए 2025                                                

      
 India‟s Divya Deshmukh and Koneru Humpy suffered losses to finish fifth and sixth, 

respectively. 

                      औ                                      औ                              

         

07J6.  Andreeva ends Chwalinska‟s 
dream run for first Major title 

                                       
                               

 Mirra Andreeva won her first Grand 
Slam title on Saturday by downing Polish 
qualifier Maja Chwalinska in straight sets in 
the French Open final. 

                                        इ      
                                               
                                        

 The 19-year-old Russian beat 
Chwalinska 6-3, 6-2 to become the youngest 
Roland Garros women‟s singles champion 
since Monica Seles, then aged 18, won her 
third straight title in Paris in 1992. 

 19                                 6-3, 6-2    
      1992                                   
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 With her first-ever Major crown, Andreeva also became the first player, man or woman, born 
after 2005 to win a Grand Slam. 

                             ए      2005                             ,                       
    

 Argentina‟s Horacio Zeballos and Spain‟s Marcel Granollers won their second straight 
French Open men‟s doubles title by beating Harri Heliovaara and Henry Patten in the 

final. 

                             औ                             इ                      औ             

                                                    

Third title as a pair 

                           

 The 41-year-old Zeballos and 40-year-old Granollers eased to a 6-4, 6-2 victory to secure 
their third Grand Slam title as a pairing, after also winning last year‟s US Open. 

 41              औ  40                 6-4, 6-2                                            

                     , इ                                                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07J6. India defeats Bangladesh, wins title for the sixth time 

                                               

 India clinched the SAFF Women‟s Championship football title for the sixth time and its 
first in seven years with a 3-1 win over Bangladesh in the summit clash here on Saturday. 

                     इ                           3-1                                         
                   औ                                  
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 Pyari Xaxa (42nd minute), Sanfida Nongrum (46th minute) and Lynda Kom Serto (82nd 
minute) scored for India. 

            (42        ),               (46        ) औ                 (82        )            
  ए       ए  

 Ritu Porna Chakma (45+2 minute) pulled one back for Bangladesh. 

                (45+2     )                   ए ए            
 The host had beaten the same opponents 3-0 in the group stage. 

                             इ                3-0              
 India ended the tournament unbeaten, scoring 18 goals while conceding just one goal. 

                                      ए 18       ए औ                    
 India had last won the title in 2019. 

         इ                  2019             

07J6. Indian 

men triumph, 
women bag 
bronze 

                 

          , 

             
               

 Ashish 
Tani Purti‟s hat-

trick powered the 
Indian men‟s 
hockey team to the 

U-18 Asia Cup title win after defeating host Japan 4-1 in the final here on Saturday. 

                                                                                       इ   

   4-1              -18                             
 Ashish Tani Purti starred with a hat-trick, while captain Ketan Kushwaha also found the 

back of the net as India produced a commanding display against the host. 

                                                 ,                                        
औ                                                   

 Numada Gaku scored for Japan, according to a press release. 

                                                ए           
 The Indian women‟s team won the bronze medal after registering a commanding 3-0 

victory over Korea in the third-place match. 

                                                        3-0                          
 Sandeepa Kumari, captain Sweety Kujur and Nousheen Naz were on target as the women 

capped off their campaign with a podium finish. 

              ,                   औ                     ए औ                              
                      

 Hockey India announced a cash award of ₹3 lakh for each player in the men‟s team and 
₹1.5 lakh for each member of the support staff. 

                                              ए 3                                           
  ए 1.5                                           
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 Each member of the women‟s team was awarded ₹1 lakh while the support staff got ₹50,000 

each. 

                            1                                           50,000        ए 

 ए  
 Purti was awarded Player of the Match for his stellar performance in the men‟s final and was 

also recognised as the tournament‟s top scorer with an impressive 17 goals. 

                 इ                        ए       ऑ                 औ  17               
                                                 

 India further dominated the individual honours with Ayush Rajak being named the best 
goalkeeper. 

                                               औ                                         
 Among the women, Nousheen Naz emerged as the top scorer with 12 goals. 

                        12                                               
 Sandeepa Kumari was adjudged the Player of the Match in the women‟s final. 

         इ                             ऑ                  

GS Paper 1: History 07 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
07J6 Besieged history 
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07J6. Besieged history 

                    

 A 12th-century hilltop castle has emerged as a key strategic flashpoint in Israel‟s war with 
Hezbollah in occupied southern Lebanon. 

 12                                                                    औ                    

   ए                                
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 The Beaufort Castle sits right beside the Litani River in southern Lebanon, with an 
unobstructed view of northern Israel and the sweeping Beqaa Valley. 

                                                          ,              इ   इ  औ              
                                

 The 900-year-old structure, which literally means “beautiful fort” in Old French, has come 
under renewed spotlight after the Israeli military invasion on June 1. 

    900                  ,                                     “          ”   , 1          ए 

इ   इ                                            
 Originally called Qalaat al-Shaqif, or the “Castle of the High Rock,” Beaufort was built by 

European crusaders atop older fortifications in 1139. 

                   -        “                  ”                    , 1139            

                                                           
 In 1190, the stately structure was captured by Saladin, the first Sultan of Egypt and Syria, 

who used it as an important border outpost to strengthen his reign. 

 1190    इ                                        ,        औ                          , औ  
       इ                                ए ए                                 इ             

 Due to its military importance, the castle has changed hands frequently, with Crusaders, 
Knights Templar, Egyptian Mamluks, Ottomans, and the French all leaving their marks on 

it. 

                   इ                             औ        ,             ,           , 

                               इ                    
 The Frankish Crusaders created its two-storey keep with an entry through the ground floor, 

unlike other forts of its time. 

                 इ                            ,                           ,                   

                
 The natural trench between the fortress and the fast-flowing Litani leads to the city of 

Nabatieh, an ancient centre for the trade of precious spices and commodities like Myrrh and 
Frankincense in its historical Souk el-Tanen market. 

      औ                                                                          ,         
               -                   औ                           औ                      
                  

Caught in the war 

                 

 The sand-battered behemoth is on track to become a UNESCO World Heritage Site and has 
been included on the country‟s „tentative list.‟ 

     औ                                                                                   
औ  इ          „           ‟                       

 November 2024 saw the global body granting it provisional enhanced protection under the 
1954 Hague Convention. 

       2024                    इ   1954                                                
 During the 1970s, the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) attacked Israel from the 

fort‟s ramparts. 

 1970                                (PLO)                      इ   इ            ए  

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 07 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
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07J6 Industrial salt pans threaten Sambhar Lake‟s survival 

 औ                                                         
 

07J6. Industrial salt pans threaten Sambhar 
Lake‟s survival 

 औ                                          

               

 Sambhar Lake is India‟s largest inland saltwater 
wetland. 

                                                             
 The authors said efforts to conserve the lake must 

separate industrial salt pans and the wetland 
environment, including natural saline land. 

                                        ए औ           

            औ                    ,                     

                ,               -                     
    ए  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity 07 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

07J6 SC balances child‟s right to know paternity, father‟s right to privacy 

                                              औ                                        
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07J6. SC balances child‟s right to know paternity, father‟s right to privacy 

                                              औ                                        

      

 However, after the Supreme Court‟s landmark decision of Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. 
Union of India (2017) which ruled that the right to privacy is a fundamental right under 
Article 21 of the Constitution, the court has continuously ruled that compulsory DNA testing 

interferes with an individual‟s right to privacy and bodily autonomy. 

        ,         .  .                         (2017)                         ,             
                                21                             ,                      
                    ए ए                      औ                                           
    

 In the present case, Justice Sanjay Karol and Justice N. Kotiswar Singh upheld the trial 

court order directing a DNA test to prove paternity. 
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                                     औ              .                                       ए 

  ए ए                                                   
 The alleged father and appellant approached the court to overturn the trial order. 

           औ                                                      ए                  
    

 Section 112 of the Evidence Act, 1872 (Section 116 of the Bharatiya Sakshya 
Adhiniyam) states that a child is presumed to be legitimate unless the party disputing 

paternity proves that there was non-access for the relevant period of the marriage and it is 
upon the alleged father to prove the non-access. 

                    , 1872         112 (                   , 2023         116)    
      ,                         ए  ,                                                       
                                     -                         , औ                          

                      
 In a series of older cases, the court has pulled back from using the DNA test to prove 

paternity. 

                 ए                                           ए   ए ए                         

         
 Especially since the above said section was enacted in 1872, when there was no scientific 

means to determine paternity. 

             इ   ए                   1872              ,                                

                            
 However, the DNA testing method became commercially available in India by the 1980s. 

        ,                           1980                                           
 In 2014, the Supreme Court gave a wider interpretation in Nandlal Wasudeo Badwaik v. 

Lata Nandlal Badwaik holding that “in our opinion, when there is a conflict between a 

conclusive proof envisaged under law and a proof based on scientific advancement accepted 
by the world community to be correct, the latter must prevail over the former”.  

 2014                                                                                     
       ए        “            ,                                      औ                  
                                       ए                     ,                            
           ” 

N.D. Tiwari case 

   .  .              

 In the same year, the N.D. Tiwari paternity row was highly publicised in which veteran 
politician Narayan Dutt Tiwari was compelled to take a DNA test that proved he was the 
biological father of Rohit Shekhar. 

           .  .                                   ,                                         
  ए ए                  ए                 ,                                                
    

 In the present case, neither the court gave an unrestricted right to the child to demand DNA 
testing nor abandon the alleged father‟s right to privacy, but rather held that in the domain of 
right to privacy, it wants to balance the interests of the alleged father‟s privacy with that of the 
child‟s desire for closure on a question that has loomed large on his life. 

                                         ए ए                                     औ       
                                     ,                                                  
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                 औ                                इ   ,                                   
  ,                                            

 

GS Paper II: Governance 07 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

07J6 The Gen Z trio that took on the CBSE 

                                -             
07J6 Govt. standardises edible oil pack sizes for price comparison 
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07J6. The Gen Z trio that took on the CBSE 

                                -             

 Vedant Shrivastava, Nisarga Adhikary and Sarthak Sidhant 

               ,               औ                

 The three students who were viciously trolled for raising their voice on public platforms 
against the CBSE‟s On-Screen Marking system stand vindicated after the Board admitted 

to flaws in the system. 

            ऑ -                                                                        

      ए  ए इ                                                                            
      

 Vedant Shrivastava (17), Nisarga Adhikary (19) and Sarthak Sidhant (18) were ordinary 
teenagers until two weeks ago, before they raised their voice on public platforms against the 
Central Board of Secondary Education‟s (CBSE) botched up On-Screen Marking 
system. 

                (17),               (19) औ                (18)                         

        ,                                      (       )             ऑ -                  
                                             

 After the board admitted to flaws in the system, the Gen Z trio stood vindicated. 

                                                   -                               
 Class 12 student Vedant was in for a rude shock when he got called „anti-national‟ on X, as 

he flagged receiving a stranger‟s answer sheet instead of his own to the Central Board of 
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Secondary Education (CBSE). 

     12                                              X    „          ‟        ,              
                                                                                       

 One of the first students to raise his voice against the On-Screen Marking system deployed 
by the CBSE, Vedant, who is now being referred to as „the primary whistleblower,‟ says that 
since he went public on X, what has ensued is utter „chaos.‟ 

                    ऑ -                                                                ए  

      ,          „               ‟              ,             X                                

         „       ‟         
 The trolling did not stop at being called an „anti-national,‟ or „Pakistani‟. 

             „          ‟    „         ‟                             
 “People went on to comment about my physical appearance and my speech,” he says. 

 “                           औ                                                ,”             
 After pointing out the botch-up, senior officials at the CBSE admitted their mistake and traced 

his original Physics answer sheet. 

                                                                                  औ       
                                  

 “I took to X to voice my concerns as CBSE was not replying to my distress calls. 

 “               ए                 ए X                                                          
        

 Because I am a minor, X does not specifically mention country or location but highlights the 

larger region to which the account belongs. 

                     , X                                                                         
                       

 In my case, this was South Asia, and I was brutally trolled and called a „Pakistani,‟” Vedant 

says. 

                                औ                                 „         ‟        ,”        

        
 After the CBSE portal for re-evaluation opened on June 2, Vedant applied to get 13 

questions re-evaluated in four subjects — Computer Science, English, Mathematics and 
Physics. 

 2                                                                            ,       ,      औ  
          13                           ए             

 An East Delhi resident, Vedant observes that the CBSE implemented On-Screen Marking in 

a hasty manner. 

                                                    ऑ -                                     
 “In my school, some teachers are very aged and they are used to checking answer copies by 

hand. 

 “                                        औ                      ए                    
 They are not well versed with using computers. 

                                         
 If the CBSE wants to implement the OSM system in 2027 they should give teachers proper 

training,” he says. 

             2027                                                                   
    ए,”             

 It has been two weeks since Vedant‟s post on X, which blew the lid off a massive evaluation 
fiasco in the CBSE, but the media attention over the teenager has not died down. 
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           X                            ,                                                ,       

                                       
 “The controversy started affecting me but my family was very supportive,” he says adding that 

he got „distracted‟ by the CBSE upheaval for the last two weeks but is now re-starting his 
preparation for the National Defence Academy entrance exams. 

 “इ                                  ,                                 ,”            औ       
                                                               ,                        
                                                  

 “I aspire to be a fighter pilot with the Indian Air Force.” 

 “                        इ                        ” 

„Ethical hacker‟ 

 „          ‟ 

 Nisarga Adhikary, a West Bengal-based “ethical hacker”, exposed “critical vulnerabilities” in 
the CBSE‟s OSM portal, including leaking sensitive student information. 

                “ए         ”                                            “              ” 
              ,                                                          

  “I don‟t see a point in putting effort for an institute (Indian Institutes of Technology) when 
they are not even in top 100 ranking institutes across the world,” he told The Hindu. 

 “                           (IIT)                100                      ,                      
  ए                                                   ,”             

 Life came full circle for Nisarga when an expert IIT team invited him to fix the vulnerabilities in 
the CBSE‟s IT ecosystem. 

                  ए                       ए                                       
                                      ए              

 Asked why the students have been forced to take matters into their own hands, Nisarga says: 
“Gen Z holding people accountable is the way to go as some people in high places are full of 

ego.” 

                                                ,                , “   -                  
                                                                      ए    ” 

 At age 19, when most students are busy with regular schooling, Nisarga had already started 

interning in tech companies. 

 19              ,                                           ,                         
इ                        

 He primarily identifies as a software engineer and has worked on digitising restaurant menus 
for a Mumbai-based tech company Skann before dabbling into an internship with Singapore-
based crypto giant Cypherock and then interning with Bengaluru-based tech company 
Wavelength. 

                                                  औ                        Skann,             
            Cypherock                            Wavelength                         

 Hacking into CBSE portals was his first brush with social activism, he says. 

                                                                                   
 Nisarga says he has multiple job offers from Silicon Valley in California, and he does not 

want to „waste his time going to college‟. 

                                                                                औ     „      

                              ‟  
 “In case I take up an offer in the U.S., I will aim to apply for an extraordinary talent visa 

(U.S. O-1 nonimmigrant visa), which allows individuals who have reached the top of their 
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fields to live and work in the U.S.,” he says. 

 “                                           ,         .  . O-1    -                 ए       

     ,”             
 “However, I will stay back in India if I get a good research opportunity to work in IITs.” 

 “       ,                                                                   ” 
 Nisarga believes in combining computer programming with activism to champion public 

rights causes around data privacy. 

                        औ                                                                  
                             

 The teen „ethical hacker‟ has also publicly stated that he is „queer,‟ and is concerned about 
the LGBTQ rights in India. 

 इ       „ए         ‟                           „     ‟          औ          LGBTQ         
                          

 “I want to build an inclusive society where people are more accepting of each other. 

 “   ए                                        ए -                          
 Religion is a coping mechanism whereas we need more scientific thought over religion to 

build an inclusive society,” he says. 

     ए                                   ,                               ए                  

                 ,”             

Seeds of rationality 

                 

 Ranchi-based Sarthak Sidhant is being chased by journalists since he alleged through 
comparison of public documents that the CBSE had diluted requirements to favour 
technology vendor COEMPT Eduteck in the OSM portal issue. 

                                                         ,                                         
                                 COEMPT Eduteck                      ए                
                            

 Sarthak became what is likely the youngest person to depose in front of a Parliamentary 
Panel. 

                                                                      
 After his deposition on June 2, he has not been able to return home, because he says he 

feels „unsafe‟. 

 2                                                               „       ‟                  
 He felt compelled to shift to an undisclosed location after journalists reached his 

accommodation in New Delhi. 

                                                          ए                         
 “In Ranchi, I gather there are journalists waiting for me outside my house. 

 “                                    इ                 
 I don‟t want to go back home, so I am staying put at an undisclosed location,” he says. 

                           , इ   ए ए                         ,”             
 Sarthak says he is of a curious nature and he likes spending most of his time on his computer 

“digging into new things”. 

                                       औ                                 “              ” 

                        
 “I do not like watching movies or web shows. 

 “                                         
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 What I like, however, is old songs with meaningful lyrics playing in the background while I 
work on my computer.” 

                                                                            ” 
 Sarthak is a fan of progressive Indian poet Sahir Ludhianvi. 

                                                       
 Sarthak says his parents had an intercaste marriage and they have an evolutionary and 

pragmatic perspective, which sowed seeds of rationality and logic in him since a young age. 

                            -                               औ                         ए   
          ,                                औ                 ए  

 “After my father passed away due to cardiac arrest two years ago, I started questioning 

concepts like religion, philosophy and faith.” 

 “                                                          ,      

औ                                     ए ” 
 Sarthak wants to pursue engineering and go on to 

blend technology with social welfare for bettering lives. 

                                 औ                    
                                                          
    

 He looks up to Dinkar‟s poetry and cites the poet‟s 
famous work: „Lohe ke ped hare honge,‟ (Dried out trees will 

become green). 

                                 औ                   „            

        ‟                   
 “The sole message of this poetry is that one should 

keep asking questions and put in constant efforts to seek 
answers,” he says. 

 “इ                                                           
    ए औ                 ए                           ए,” 

            

07J6. Govt. standardises edible oil pack sizes for 
price comparison 

                                                  
              

 The Department of Consumer Affairs has prescribed 
standard pack sizes for edible oils under the Legal 
Metrology framework to help consumers compare prices 
across brands and make informed purchasing decisions. 

                                                              
           औ                                            

                                     ए                        

  ए     
 The revised SoP prescribes nine standard pack 

sizes — 200 ml/g, 500 ml/g, 1 litre/kg, 2 litre/kg, 3 litre/kg, 4 
litre/kg, 5 litre/kg, 15 litre/kg and 20 litre/kg — for major 

edible oils. 

         SoP                               ए             
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     — 200   .  ./   , 500   .  ./   , 1     /       , 2     /       , 3     /       , 4 

    /       , 5     /       , 15     /        औ  20     /        —            ए  ए     
 These include palm, soybean, sunflower, mustard, groundnut, sesame, rice bran, 

cottonseed and corn oil, as well as blended oils. 

 इ       ,        ,         ,     ,        ,    ,         ,          औ                

                       

Volume declaration 

            

 The new rules also mandate declaration of both volume and equivalent weight on packs to 
improve transparency. 

  ए                                   ए                औ                                

                   
 He noted while flexibility in pack sizes was intended to give industry greater freedom, it had 

led to a proliferation of non-standard packs and widespread market confusion. 

                                                                                    ,       

इ       -                       औ                                        

 

GS Paper III: Economy 07 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

07J6 Why did SC back curbs on online gaming? 

 ऑ                                                                   ? 

07J6 Prime Minister flags „national interest‟ in Sterlite‟s „green copper‟ project in TN 

                                    „        ‟             „          ‟                
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07J6.Why did SC back curbs on online gaming? 

 ऑ                                                                   ? 

The Supreme Court rulings on real-money gaming industry 

    -                                           
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 The Supreme Court on May 27, 2026, delivered two rulings with major ramifications for the 
country‟s real-money gaming industry. 

                 27   , 2026               -                                             
                 ए  

 A Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan upheld the constitutional validity of 
the Centre‟s retrospective 28% GST levy on online gaming companies and, in a separate 

judgment, affirmed the validity of State laws prohibiting real-money gaming platforms. 

            .  .           औ    .                       इ                                    
   ए  ए           28%                                             ए                    -

                                                                              

What did the Court have to decide? 

                                    ? 

 The judgments arose from two distinct sets of appeals concerning the regulation and taxation 
of online gaming platforms. 

             इ                             औ                                           

  ए  
 The first batch related to State laws prohibiting online betting and wagering. 

              इ           औ                                                             
 In 2021, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka enacted legislation criminalising betting on games 

played in cyberspace and prescribing penalties, including imprisonment. 

    2021             औ              इ                                                         

                                                      ए  
 After the Madras High Court and Karnataka High Court struck down these enactments, the 

respective State governments approached the Supreme Court, arguing that betting and 
gambling fall within their legislative competence under Entry 34 of List II of the Seventh 
Schedule. 

                 औ                           इ                    ए                     

                                        औ                       औ                        
    -II           34                                             

 They further contended that the restrictions were necessary to address addiction and other 
social harms associated with online betting. 

                             इ                      औ                                    
  ए                     

 The second batch concerned the applicability of the GST regime to online gaming involving 

money stakes. 

                             इ                                                    
 The appeals arose from decisions of the Bombay High Court and Karnataka High Court, 

which held that online gaming transactions did not constitute actionable claims under the 
GST law and consequently quashed tax proceedings initiated against gaming companies. 

                           औ                                              ,               
          इ            -      ए                                   (Actionable Claims)         
औ                                                                                       

 The Union government thereafter challenged these rulings before the Supreme Court. 

इ                     इ                                        

Why was the GST levy upheld? 

                                    ? 
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 The dispute over the GST liability of online gaming platforms stemmed from amendments 
approved by the GST Council in August 2023. 

    इ                       ए                             2023                       
                               

 The Council clarified that all online games involving bets or wagers, irrespective of whether 
they were predominantly games of skill or games of chance, would attract GST at 28% on the 

full value of the amount staked by players. 

                                                   इ     ,                                  
           ,                                             28%                      

 Following the Council‟s decision, the Directorate General of GST Intelligence (DGGI) 

issued a series of tax demand notices to gaming companies. 

                                      ऑ                   (DGGI)                         
                              ए  

 The notices sought to levy GST not only under the amended regime, which came into force 
on October 1, 2023, but also on revenues earned during the pre-amendment period, resulting 
in tax demands running into several lakh crore rupees. 

इ            1        2023                                         ,                           

              ए                          ,                                             
 Challenging these demands, gaming companies argued that GST could be levied only on the 

consideration retained by the platform and not on the entire value of bets or contest entry fees 
contributed by users. 

इ                         ए                                 ए                                    

                   ,                                                                     

         
 Taxing the full face value of stakes, they contended, was commercially untenable and failed 

to account for the long-recognised distinction between games of skill and games of chance. 

                                                                                       

            औ                                                                  
 Rejecting these arguments, the Supreme Court held that online gaming platforms involving 

money stakes were distinct from conventional skill-based competitions. 

इ                        ए                                           इ                  
             -                               

 While participants in a skill-based contest merely pay an entry fee to compete, the Court 
observed that online gaming platforms are structured around wagering and often encourage 
repeated participation through discounts and bonuses. 

                           -                                                                
  ,          इ                                                       औ                       
            -                                  

 The Court further held that, for GST purposes, the distinction between games of skill and 
games of chance becomes irrelevant once money is staked on an uncertain outcome. 

                        ए                                                                  , 
            औ                                                       

 Referring to the Central Goods and Services Tax Act, 2017 (CGST Act), which expressly 

includes actionable claims relating to lottery, betting, and gambling within the tax net, the 
Court concluded that Parliament was competent to levy GST on online gaming involving 
money stakes. 

                              , 2017 (CGST Act)                 ए,         ,          औ  
  ए                                                                      ,                   
                            इ              ए                                     
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 It also rejected the industry‟s contention that the 2023 amendments imposed a fresh levy. 

                    इ                                   2023                             
              

 Instead, the Court held that the amendments merely “clarified and standardised” the existing 
legal framework governing the taxation of such activities and were therefore capable of 
operating retrospectively. 

इ          ,                   इ                                                     

                        “     औ          ”        , इ   ए इ                                   
         

Why did the Court uphold State curbs on real-money gaming? 

               -                                                      ? 

 At the outset, the Court observed that “betting” and “gambling” are res extra 
commercium (activities outside legitimate commerce) and therefore fall outside the 

protection ordinarily available to trade and business activities. 

                           “        ” औ  “   ”                    (res extra 

commercium)    (                                                           ) औ  इ   ए इ    
                ए                                                 

 It held that while games of skill may be constitutionally protected, the introduction of money 
stakes imparts the character of wagering to the activity, bringing it within the States‟ legislative 
competence. 

                            -                                              ,          

                                                                          ,                   
                                

 The Bench was also not persuaded by the contention that fantasy sports are predominantly 

skill-based. 

                                -                                           
 It noted that even sophisticated predictive models are unable to forecast sporting outcomes 

with certainty. 

                                                                                           

                               
 The Court further observed that the widespread availability of smartphones and digital 

payment gateways had effectively turned every mobile phone into a virtual “gambling 
house”. 

                               औ                                                      
          इ         ए        “     ”                         

 It held that State governments are competent to impose reasonable restrictions on such 
activities and could draw legislative support not only from Entry 34 of List II relating to betting 
and gambling but also from Entry 1 concerning public order. 

                                                                           ए        औ  
इ      ए             -II           34 (         औ     )        ,                            

       1                                    

What are the implications? 

                    ? 

 The judgments come at a time when the industry is already grappling with the fallout of the 
Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Act, 2025 (2025 Act). 
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                     ए                        ऑ             (                  )        , 

2025 (2025        )                         
 The legislation prohibited all forms of online real-money gaming, with the government citing 

national security concerns, including the alleged use of digital wallets and cryptocurrencies 
for money laundering and illicit fund transfers. 

इ               इ      -                                           ,         ए          
                                            ,                   औ                        
                                                                

 It, however, carved out exceptions for e-sports, educational games, and social gaming. 

       , इ     -      ,                                 ए              ए  
 Sudipta Bhattacharjee, Partner at Khaitan & Co, who has represented several online 

gaming and casino companies before the Supreme Court, told The Hindu that the industry 
had effectively come to a standstill following the enactment of the 2025 law, which could 
make recovery of the tax demands difficult. 

                                          ,                                   इ         

औ                                     ,           2025                                          
                                    ,                                          

 “The GST ruling may not translate into any meaningful recovery for the authorities. 

“  ए                                                                        
 Many companies have either shifted their operations outside India or pivoted to sectors such 

as social gaming and fintech. 

                                                              ए                     औ  
                                      

 The GST demands are several times higher than the revenues these companies have ever 
earned and are simply beyond their ability to pay. 

  ए             इ                                                         औ              

     इ                       
 We are also likely to see a spate of insolvency proceedings,” he said. 

          , “                             ए                                    ” 
 Mr. Bhattacharjee also pointed out that the verdict could have implications for the challenge 

to the 2025 law on the ground that Parliament lacked the legislative competence to enact it. 

                     इ                      2025             इ                          
                             इ                                        

 “The apex court has clearly held that betting and gambling are State subjects under Entry 34 

and upheld State laws regulating such activities. 

          , “                                               औ             34                

                                                                              
 We will now have to wait and see how the Union government defends its position that it has 

the legislative competence to enact the 2025 law under Entry 52 of the Union List, which 

permits regulation of industries where such intervention is considered expedient in the public 
interest,” he said. 

                                                                                 52    
       2025                                        ,                                        
                                                   ”             
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07J6 Bursts of rain may deal a double whammy to soil moisture, nitrogen 

                              औ                                       
07J6 What is a birthmark? How does it form? 

         (Birthmark)            ?                ? 

 
 

07J6. Bursts of rain may deal a double whammy to soil moisture, nitrogen 

                              औ                                       

 Two new studies, published in Nature and Nature Geoscience, have found that as climate 
change concentrates rainfall into fewer, more intense events, the land below may face a 
double whammy. 

Nature औ  Nature Geoscience               ए                              -            
                                                           ,                                 
            

 In their May 13 paper in Nature, Dartmouth College, U.S., researchers concluded that more 

concentrated rain can reduce the amount of water stored in soils and aquifers across all 
global climates. 

13       Nature                                                                          
                                                           औ           (Aquifers)           

                             
 This is because heavy bursts of rain can exceed the soil‟s infiltration capacity, leading to an 

“infiltration excess” where water pools on the surface. 

    इ   ए                                                    (Infiltration Capacity)    
               ,       “                     (Infiltration Excess)”               औ     

       ए               
 Because these intense events are typically separated by longer dry intervals, the pooled 

water evaporates instead of recharging deep soil layers. 

                                                                  , इ   ए ए                   
                                                    

 Their work suggests that the drying effect of precipitation concentration is roughly equal in 
magnitude to the wetting effect of increasing total annual rainfall, effectively neutralising 

potential gains in the availability of water in many regions. 
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                                 ,                                                       

                              
 In their May 25 paper in Nature Geoscience, researchers from across China reported a 

specific rainfall threshold of around 700 mm/year that seemed to determine how soil retains 
nitrogen. 

25       Nature Geoscience                                             700              
   ए                                ,                                                      
                        

 Below this threshold, the soil generally retains nitrogen because a limited amount of water 
restricts the movement of nutrients and encourages competition between plants and 
microbes. 

इ                                           इ           ए                             

                             औ                                                      
 But above 700 mm, more moisture encourages leaching, leading to significant nitrogen loss. 

      700                                           (Leaching)                 ,       
  इ                               

 These studies together suggest concentrated rainfall could blur the distinction between wetter 
and drier rainfall regimes. 

                                                         औ                                 

                              
 If a region receives 600 mm of rain in concentrated bursts rather than in steady intervals, the 

downpours could wash more nitrogen out of the soils than the annual rainfall total alone would 
suggest. 

                600                                                     ,                      
                         इ                        ,                                          

                  
 According to the Nature study, 27% of the world‟s population will face abnormally dry 

conditions due to concentrated rainfall alone even if total rainfall doesn‟t decrease. 

Nature                ,                            ,                                        
27%                                                       

 A growing body of research suggests the southwest monsoon is itself becoming more 

episodic, with more seasonal rainfall falling in intense downpours separated by longer dry 
intervals. 

                                 -                             (episodic)               , 
                                                             औ  इ                              
    

 This, together with the Nature Geoscience study‟s findings, suggests annual total rainfall 
alone may no longer capture how ecosystems respond to changing rainfall patterns. 

      , Nature Geoscience                             ,                                  

                      ए                                                                
                 

 Intense rainfall events can wash away nitrogen, a nutrient crucial for plant growth, before it 
can be used, while the subsequent dry period can quicken water loss by evaporation. 

                ए                     ए                                                   
                   ,      इ                                                          औ  
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07J6. What is a birthmark? How does it form? 

         (Birthmark)            ?                ? 

 A birthmark is a coloured mark on the skin that is 
either present at birth or develops shortly afterwards. 

         (Birthmark)             ए                     ,    
                                                       

                   
 While some of them may fade over time, others stay 

for life. 

 इ                                     ,                 
             

 Birthmarks are essentially „mistakes‟ in the 

development of skin cells or blood vessels. 

                                                         
          „      ‟                    

 They generally fall in one of two categories. 

          इ                                            
 Vascular birthmarks occur when blood vessels in a particular area do not form correctly, i.e. 

because there are too many of them or they may be wider than usual. 

                                                                ए                          
     ,                                                                  

 The extra blood flow that results gives the skin there a red, pink or even purple appearance. 

 इ                                                     ,                               

              
 Common examples include the so-called „stork bites‟ on the neck or the „strawberry‟ marks. 

 इ                                ए           „           ‟     „       ‟                      
 Second, pigmented birthmarks are caused when melanocytes, the cells that give your skin 

its colour, overgrow in an area. 

                                                       (Melanocytes),                     

                ए    ,                                
 Common variations include moles, light-brown „café-au-lait‟ spots, and bluish-gray 

patches. 

 इ                        (Moles),                  „    - -  ‟      (Café-au-lait Spots)     
    -                 (Bluish-Gray Patches)           
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07J6. Kaziranga National Park records 30 raptor and six stork species in a 
rapid bird survey 

                                                   30            औ          

                   

 The Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve in Assam has 30 species of raptors and 
six species of storks, a rapid survey focused on these two categories of birds has revealed. 

                                                                (      )    30          औ  
                              ,            इ                              ए                 
             

 The enumerators recorded 217 individual raptors — buzzards, eagles, falcons, owls, and 
vultures — across 30 species and 266 individual storks across six species. 

                30                   217              —     ,    ,      ,      औ       

—                          266                    

Critical habitats 

               

 India is home to 112 species of raptors, both diurnal and nocturnal. 

          औ                                              112                     
 Assam‟s rich, diverse wetlands and the Himalayan foothills provide critical habitats for 

these birds of prey. 

              औ                                       इ                    ए          
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 India houses eight of the 20 stork species found in tropical and subtropical regions 

worldwide. 

                     औ                                      20                            

                
 The raptor-stork study was conducted across Kaziranga‟s three administrative zones — 

the East Assam Wildlife Division, the Biswanath Wildlife Division, and the Nagaon 
Wildlife Division. 

      -                                        —                     ,                

     औ                    —              
 The greater adjutant stork (Leptoptilos dubius) was the rarest, with three individuals 

recorded. 

                   (Leptoptilos dubius)                    ,                          ए  ए  
 Among the raptors, the Himalayan griffon vulture (Gyps himalayensis) was the most 

common with 69 individual sightings, while the booted eagle and white-tailed eagle were 
the rarest species with one individual sighting each. 

                                    (Gyps himalayensis)                   ,       69 

                     ,                औ       -                       ,              -   

                       
 “Kaziranga‟s landscape also serves as a last stronghold for the enigmatic Pallas‟s fish 

eagle (Haliaeetus leucoryphus). 

 “                                        (Haliaeetus leucoryphus)                

            ए      
 A survey conducted by the Wildlife Institute of India in January 2020 reported 10 active 

nests of Pallas‟s fish eagle in Kaziranga, making it the protected area with the highest 

number of breeding sites of this bird in the world,” an official statement read. 

       2020                                 ए  ए                                      10 

                 ए  ए   ,                  इ                                           

         ,”                           

 

 


