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07J6 | Actor Salim Kumar passes away at 56
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07J6 | HC raps U.P. police, says officers serve ‘political bosses’
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07J6 | Praggnanandhaa caps fairytale run with title win

YaATTeiE o TR SiaaT 379a ATTER T 1 e g i

07J6 | Andreeva ends Chwalinska’s dream run for first Major title

TEIaT o TAIfATHT & YT F BT HY Vhah< UgaT A5 Tl o f@am shar

07J6 | India defeats Bangladesh, wins title for the sixth time

R o TTAT FT FH SO aR @19 fiar

07J6 | Indian men triumph, women bag bronze
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Breaking new ground: Andreeva is the first player, man or woman, born after 2005 to win a Grand
Slam while the 114th-ranked Chwalinska will climb to 21 after her runner-up finish. AFp

Breaking new ground: Andreeva is the
first player, man or woman, born after
2005 to win a Grand Slam while the 114th-
ranked Chwalinska will climb to 21 after

her runner-up finish.

Actor Salim Kumar passes away at 56

The Hindu Bureau

KOCHI
National award-winning
Malayalam actor Salim Ku-

mar, 56, passed away at a
private hospital in Kochi
late on Saturday night.

He was rushed to Amri-
ta Hospital in the city after
complaining of discomfort
on Saturday morning and
had been on ventilator
support since.

Kumar has a medical
history marked by recur-
ring illnesses and had un-
dergone a liver transplant a

few years ago.

He has won both the Na-
tional and State awards for
‘Best Actor’ for his moving
portrayal in film Adaminte
Makan Abu (2010). He has
won the Kerala State Film
Award on four occasions.

During the recent Kerala
Assembly election, Kumar
openly supported the Con-
gress-led UDF, appearing
alongside its leaders on
several occasions and criti-
cising the LDF leadership.

Since his debut in a
small role in Ishtamanu
Nooru Vattam (1996), Ku-

Salim Kumar

mar has acted in over 250
films.

Kumar, who has acted in
Tamil and Bengali movies,
has also tried his luck in
writing and directing.

07J6. Actor Salim Kumar passes away at 56

56 a¥ $T 3T # JfAAAT FlA FAR F1 fwa

Characters made unfor-
gettable by him such as Ma-
navalan in Pulival Kalya-
nam, Pyari
in Kalyanaraman, Kannan
Sranku in Mayavi, the
mentally challenged cha-
racter in CID Moosa, dance
master Vikram in Chathik-
katha Chanthu, advocate
Mukundan Unni in Meesha
Madhavan, Koshy in Ee Pa-
rakkum  Thalika, and
Chandran in Kunjikoo-
nan were among those that
found enduring popularity
in meme culture.

(With PTI inputs)

e National award-winning Malayalam actor Salim Kumar, 56, passed away at a private hospital
in Kochi late on Saturday night.

TS GIEHR FASAT ForTed AT Helldd FAR, 56, T ATATR &I I FHIfTer & Tk sl
3EYTer 7 fo¥ese g1 aram|

e He has won both the National and State awards for ‘Best Actor’ for his moving portrayal in
film Adaminte Makan Abu (2010).

3-8l fhedl Adaminte Makan Abu (2010) & 379s ATfeS JfRAT & forw TaAss FfAAaT 7
T 3R AT RERR el i |

e He has won the Kerala State Film Award on four occasions.
3rgiel IR IR e TeF fhedt TER SiidT 47|

e Since his debut in a small role in Ishtamanu Nooru Vattam (1996), Kumar has acted in over

250 films.
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Ishtamanu Nooru Vattam (1996) H Ueh BIC ¥ fohieR & B3N FA & 1g FAR 250 F
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e Kumar, who has acted in Tamil and Bengali movies, has also tried his luck in writing and
directing.

affe 3R sarelt et 7 T A Toh FAR o oi@el 3R A=t & 8 gry 3|

HC raps UP. police,
says officers serve
‘political bosses’

NEW DELHI

Questioning the function-
ing of the Uttar Pradesh
police, the Allahabad High
Court recently observed
that the loyalties of the
State’s police officers often
appear to be aligned with
the ruling dispensation
rather than the
Constitution.

The remarks came from
the Bench of Justice Vinod
Diwakar, which was hear-
ing a case pertaining to the
Gangsters Act against Gha-
ziabad resident Rajendra
Tyagi and his family on
Wednesday. While quash-
ing the case, the court
found that the allegations
arose from land and finan-
cial disputes and did not
meet the legal require-
ments for invoking the
stringent law.

The court expressed se-
rious concern about the ar-
rest of Lalita Tyagi, a ho-
memaker, who spent
nearly 80 days in jail. It
termed her arrest “patent-
ly illegal, arbitrary and
wholly unwarranted”.

Reprimanding the pol-
ice, the court noted that a

Court slams illegal
use of Gangsters

Act to keep a
homemaker in

jail for 80 days

deeply entrenched culture
has taken root in which the
rule of law is treated less as
a Constitutional mandate
and more as an administra-
tive obstacle.

“The vertical loyalty of
officers runs not toward
the Constitution but to-
ward the ruling dispensa-
tion. Field officers, acutely
conscious of the transfer-
posting economy, calibrate
their conduct to satisfy pol-
itical superiors. Encounter
killings, selective crack-
downs, and targeted use of
the Gangsters Act against
inconvenient individuals
have periodically attracted
judicial notice,” the court
said.

It further recorded a pri-
ma facie finding that form-
er Ghaziabad Police Com-
missioner Ajay Kumar
Mishra appeared to have
misused his authority
while approving the Gang-
sters Act proceedings.

wholly unwarranted”.
RIS o 3e7ehT TIRTARY 1 “FISE T § A, FAeTaraht 3R 7 T srqfra” o)

¢ Reprimanding the police, the court noted that a deeply entrenched culture has taken root in
which the rule of law is treated less as a Constitutional mandate and more as an
administrative obstacle.

e ST BEHR T §T I TTerd] o gl Toh Ueh 168 SIS STHT T TEpict Fasnfica g 7S 8,
mma;amaﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬁmr%mqamﬁmw%mﬁmm%l

07J6. HC raps U.P. police, says officers serve
‘political bosses’

Fod AT o . 0. I $ BehR 9IS, Fel
AT Teifas smarat iy dar FI @

e Questioning the functioning of the Uttar Pradesh
police, the Allahabad High Court recently observed that
the loyalties of the State’s police officers often appear to be
aligned with the ruling dispensation rather than the
Constitution.

mﬁ&rgﬁv%mﬁwﬁwwm@mm
FTerg = gTe g1 A fevqoly &y o T & gferm et
Y st 3 WAL & T ARG AT & Ui ea@rs
Sargl

e The remarks came from the Bench of Justice
Vinod Diwakar, which was hearing a case pertaining to the
Gangsters Act against Ghaziabad resident Rajendra
Tyagi and his family on Wednesday.

3 feoaforar =arrefd faee e &1 @ o $i, S gear S
amforaTaTg fare Weig cawit 3R 306 IRaR & favey
AHarred vaFe A G A 1 Geadrs A T AT

¢ While quashing the case, the court found that the
allegations arose from land and financial disputes and did
not meet the legal requirements for invoking the stringent
law.

mﬁaﬁﬁwmﬁ?w o 9 foh 3R 81 A 3R
ey faramel & 3cdeT T & AT FON Flefe o9 e H
IeTeAT HTTLThATHT T T 6T L F|

e The court expressed serious concern about the
arrest of Lalita Tyagi, a homemaker, who spent nearly 80
days in jail.
AT o A[fgol aferar camelt i FREaRT o) aTei] fiar
TeFd FT, TSegley o9Te19T 80 et Srer & fyarv|

e |t termed her arrest “patently illegal, arbitrary and
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“The vertical loyalty of officers runs not toward the Constitution but toward the ruling

dispensation.

TR ST FEaTeR fvaT AfAEeT 1 30T 78T Sfow TArEe STIEAT HT 31T 8T &

Field officers, acutely conscious of the transfer-posting economy, calibrate their conduct to
satisfy political superiors.

ﬂmmm-mmwaxﬁmmmgvmmaﬁ
TSTetfcreh AT T HISC el oh 3w Gloldl & |
Encounter killings, selective crackdowns, and targeted use of the Gangsters Act against
inconvenient individuals have periodically attracted judicial notice,” the court said.

Ho3 T, IfeT Fats aur sgfensis safFadl & favey Foreedt vae &1 afeia suer
FAT-JHT W AT oIehT & AT H AT §,” AT o FaTl

It further recorded a prima facie finding that former Ghaziabad Police Commissioner Ajay
Kumar Mishra appeared to have misused his authority while approving the Gangsters Act

proceedings.

ST & 31131 YUH gsear Ig gt fona T & aforamare giow smgera 3o FaR s
Hareed e T HRIARET T TPl S FHT 39T HTABR HT I FhT Tl g1l ¢ |

Praggnanandhaa caps fairytale run with title win

The 20-year-old Grandmaster becomes the first Indian to clinch the coveted crown; overnight leader So settles for the second spot; Carlsen finishes fourth while Gukesh gets the wooden spoon

NORWAY CHESS

C. Shyam Sundar
0sLO

he usually quiet

Deichman  Bjorvi-

ka, a public library
here, was a beehive of ac-
tivity well past its working
hours on Friday. The rea-
son — an Indian player an-
swering to the name R.
Praggnanandhaa had
done the unthinkable,
winning a chess tourna-
ment featuring Magnus
Carlsen — as rare as the
Northern Lights in a south-
ern hemisphere sky.

The 20-year-old from
Chennai stormed to the tit-
le in sensational style after
languishing in the last
place after round six of the
Open event in Norway
Chess 2026. He won four
classical games on the trot
and his victims included
Alireza Firouzja, the great
Carlsen, Gukesh and Vin-
cent Keymer.

In the process, he be-
came the first Indian to
win the prestigious title.

Praggnanandhaa was as
clinical as one could get as

‘Amazing turnaround: Praggnanandhaa outwitted Firouzja,
Carlsen, Gukesh and Keymer on the trot. FLICKR/NORWAYCHESS

he accounted for the best
with an impressive display
as was evidenced by his
decimation of Keymer.

He topped the leader-
board with 18 points, one
ahead of American Wesley
So, with his convincing
win in the final round.

The Indian entered the
game against Keymer
needing to not only win
but also hope that So
didn’t elaim a victory in
the classical against Fi-
rouzja. Fortune favours

the brave and Praggna-
nandhaa outclassed his
opponent to pick up three
points. With So being held
to a draw, another golden
chapter was added to In-
dian chess.

While Praggnanandhaa
came up with a special
performance, his compa-
triot and World champion
D. Gukesh’s form was up-
and-down. He finished
with the wooden spoon af-
ter a lastround loss to
Carlsen, who wound up

fourth after an eminently
forgettable outing.

The women’s event saw
Kazakhstan's Bibisara As-
saubayeva slump to a de-
feat in her final outing af-
ter having clinched the
title on Thursday (with a
round to spare). China’s
Zhu Jiner had a strong fin-
ish to take the second spot
ahead of the 2025 cham-
pion Anna Muzychuk.

India’s Divya Deshmukh
and Koneru Humpy suf-
fered losses to finish fifth
and sixth, respectively.

The results: 10th round:
Open: Alireza Firouzja (Fra, 15.5)
lost to Wesley So (USA, 17) in
Armageddon; Vincent Keymer
(Ger, 11) lost to R.
Praggnanandhaa (18); Magnus
Carlsen (Nor, 13) bt D. Gukesh (8).
Women: Zhu Jiner (Chn, 16) bt
Koneru Humpy (9); Ju Wenjun
(Chn, 135) bt Bibisara
Assaubayeva (Kaz, 16.5); Anna
Muzychuk (Ukr, 15) bt Divya
Deshmukh (10).

Final standings: Open: 1.
Praggnanandhaa 18 points, 2. So
17,3 Firouzja 15.5, 4. Carlsen 13,
5. Keymer 11, 6. Gukesh 8.
Women: 1. Assaubayeva 16.5,2.
Zhu 16, 3. Muzychuk 15, 4. Ju
13.5,5. Divya 10, 6. Humpy 9.
(The writer is in Oslo at the
invitation of Norway Chess).

Praggnanandhaa thrilled to prevail
in a field featuring the elite players

C. Sh:
0SLO

Sundar

R. Praggnanandhaa... the
name is no more a tongue-
twister. The chess world
and fans have gotten used
to it as the Indian Grand-
master just keeps winning
and winning. Beating Mag-
nus Carlsen in his own
backyard in a tournament
which he has dominated is
no mean feat and he did it
in style, winning four clas-
sical games in a row to
surge to the top.

“Winning this is more
special and Magnus was
there. Here it’s just the top
players,” he told the Indian
media after beating Ger-
many’s Vincent Keymer in
the 10th and final round to
register a historic maiden
triumph in Norway Chess
2026 at Deichman Bjorvika
on Friday.

It may or may not be the
biggest title of his career
thus far, but his tourna-

Popular champion: Praggnanandhaa was swarmed by the fans
after his triumph. FLICKR/NORWAYCHESS

ment win was a hugely
popular one. He was
swarmed by fans as the
night wore on but man-
aged to please them with
autographs and pictures.
Carlsen was effusive in
praise of the champion
and said, “he won the last
four classical games. That’s

07J6. Praggnanandhaa caps fairytale run with title win

YAt o AT Sfae 39 AR TR 1 Wferfes g i

as clutch as it gets. Pragg is
an incredible fighter and it
is fun to see him get re-
warded for that” The
World No. 1 lost both his
classical games to the In-
dian GM.

Asked what was the rea-
son for the turnaround af-
ter two losses in the middle

e

The conscious effort of
playing faster certainly
helped me in my games

of the tournament and be-
ing last after round six,
Praggnanandhaa said: “I
don’t think I changed
anything in particular. But
the conscious effort of
playing faster certainly
helped me in my games. I
had more time than my op-
ponent in most of the
games.”

After a tepid run in the
middle of the event, a
phone call with his mother
probably was the game-
changer. Praggnanandhaa
said he had spoken to her
(on June 1) before the
match against Alireza Fi-
rouzja and that she had
told him ‘It’s a new month.
You'll play well”

Play well... he really did.

The 20-year-old from Chennai stormed to the title in sensational style after languishing in the
last place after round six of the Open event in Norway Chess 2026.

AeeTs F 20 Ul fFEY o AT AW 2026 F 319 T H T 3T & 916 AT TUTT W G &
STa9[G ATFER T X T Qe St foram|

S
His victims included Alireza Firouzja, the great Magnus Carlsen, D. Gukesh and Vincent

Keymer.

3egiel 3TeRAT REwarat, Hglel ATeTq Frerqat, . T 3R e Fo 1 g
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e In the process, he became the first Indian to win the prestigious title.
SH 3YTSY & T T T TS [AATE Siidel dTel Ugel TR §ef 77|

e He topped the leaderboard with 18 points, one ahead of American Wesley So, with his
convincing win in the final round.

3ogiey 3iTaH T3 & geraemel Siid gof & 18 3 & a1y MY T g1fler foham 31 3T
AT A T T 37 3T B

e While Praggnanandhaa came up with a special performance, his compatriot and World
Champion D. Gukesh’s form was up-and-down.

STET RfleTleie; o RIS Jerlet foha, a8l 3otk gAadH 3R fea ARgar 2. aaver 1 yeeler 3aR-
Iqra AT ET|
e He finished with the wooden spoon after a last-round loss to Magnus Carlsen.
3ifas U35 F AeaH F1TT T gRA & 916 I 31faH7 T W)
e Carlsen wound up fourth after an eminently forgettable outing.
HTA [ARTRATSTTH Ye2le & d1g Y T R IE |

e The women’s event saw Kazakhstan’s Bibisara Assaubayeva slump to a defeat in her final
outing after having clinched the title on Thursday with a round to spare.

AfgeT ot 7 Fom@Eedre 1 RIGART IWEAR—Er A T 33 AV Ed IRaR F [T S forar
o, AAfehet 3HTTH FehTeel 7 3¢ §R T AIHAT AT IST|

e China’s Zhu Jiner had a strong finish to take the second spot ahead of the 2025 champion
Anna Muzychuk.

e Y 3 eI o7 TGN 37 Al §T 2025 Y AT et HATS A 37T GFRT FU1 gIfaer
fera|

e India’s Divya Deshmukh and Koneru Humpy suffered losses to finish fifth and sixth,
respectively.

R T AT SAHE 3R FIAw g7 T FR T TTHAT AT I3T AR SHA: reld 2T § TTe

Andreeva ends Chwalinska’s
dream run for first Major title

FRENCH OPEN

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Mirra Andreeva won her
first Grand Slam title on Sa-
turday by downing Polish
qualifier Maja Chwalinska
in straight sets in the
French Open final.

The 19-year-old Russian
beat Chwalinska 6-3, 6-2 to
become the youngest Ro-
land Garros women’s sin-
gles champion since Moni-
ca Seles, then aged 18, won
her third straight title in
Paris in 1992.

With her first-ever Ma-
jor crown, Andreeva also
became the first player,
man or woman, born after
2005 to win a Grand Slam.

The Coupe Suzanne
Lenglen will now take
centre spot in Andreeva’s
burgeoning trophy cabi-

THE RESULTS
v

Women: Final: 8-Andreeva bt
Chwalinska (Pol) 6-3, 6-2.

Men: Doubles: Final: 1-Zeballos
(Arg) & Granollers (Esp) bt
2-Heliovaara (Fin) & Patten (GBr)
6-4,6-2.

net, which already fea-
tures two WTA 1000 titles.

Defeat at the final hur-
dle brought to an end an
astonishing run which
started in qualifying for
Chwalinska, who won nine
matches in the French
capital to become the first
qualifier to reach the final
in the Open era.

However, the World No.
114’s career will now be on
a different stratosphere as
she will climb to 21 in the
rankings and be assured of
competing regularly in
tennis’ biggest
tournaments.

Argentina’s Horacio Ze-
ballos and Spaniard Mar-

cel Granollers won their
second straight French
Open men’s doubles title
by beating Harri Heliovaa-
ra and Henry Patten in the
final.

Third title as a pair

The 41-year-old Zeballos
and Granollers, 40, eased
to a 6-4, 6-2 victory to se-
cure their third Grand
Slam title as a pairing, after
also winning last year’s US
Open.

“Now we can say that it
was an amazing two
weeks,” said Zeballos.

“I can’t be more happy.
I'm proud in this moment.
Yeah, it's unbelievable. It's
unbelievable feeling for us
and for all of the team.”

Finnish player Heliovaa-
ra and Britain’s Patten mis-
sed out on a third Slam tit-
le themselves, having won
the 2025 Australian Open
and Wimbledon in 2024.

TR I

07J6. Andreeva ends Chwalinska’s
dream run for first Major title

THaT & =aTfAEHT F qYT F T FT
UFHT 9gaT A TF @ sfar

e Mirra Andreeva won her first Grand
Slam title on Saturday by downing Polish
qualifier Maja Chwalinska in straight sets in
the French Open final.

R vdiar o AR & e 39 & BISTo H
Giels ST FATThIRIR ATSIT TalfeieaT I Are Jet
H g 3791 Tgoll 35 Fotd Raare shar|

e The 19-year-old Russian beat
Chwalinska 6-3, 6-2 to become the youngest
Roland Garros women’s singles champion
since Monica Seles, then aged 18, won her
third straight title in Paris in 1992.

19 adffy Tt f@emd) & <arfoizar #1 6-3, 6-2 F
IR 1992 H AT A & 1¢ T A 3H
&1 Tt AR AT vver AR 571 Fr ARG
RIGERED I
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e With her first-ever Major crown, Andreeva also became the first player, man or woman, born
after 2005 to win a Grand Slam.

379 Ugol AR AT & ATy TSET 2005 & §1¢ ST Ugell RAar a1, foegie 33 Tl Sfar
gl

e Argentina’s Horacio Zeballos and Spain’s Marcel Granollers won their second straight
French Open men’s doubles title by beating Harri Heliovaara and Henry Patten in the
final.

ST & QAR AT 3R T & AR I o FrseTor F 8 ey 3k a8 dea
Y G SRITAR GERT S AT I3 Jeorel F&ama Sire|

Third title as a pair
AN F T H N g

e The 41-year-old Zeballos and 40-year-old Granollers eased to a 6-4, 6-2 victory to secure
their third Grand Slam title as a pairing, after also winning last year's US Open.

41 qffq ST 31T 40 aeffT AFTRE 7 6-4, 6-2 A ST gof T AN & T F 39T T A
Folor e g1fier fonam, 568 ugel 3ogie Tsol 9 o7 Jud Jitder off ST 2|

India defeats Bangladesh,
wins title for the sixth time

SAFF WOMEN'S C'SHIPS

Press Trust of India
MARGAO

India clinched the SAFF
Women’s Championship
football title for the sixth
time and its first in seven
years with a 3-1 win over
Bangladesh in the summit  Richly rewarded: The Indian women'’s team capped off an
clash here on Saturday. unbeaten run with the crown. AIFF
Pyari Xaxa (42nd), Sanfi-

da Nongrum (46th) and
Lynda Kom Serto (82nd)
scored for India, while Ritu
Porna Chakma (45+2)
pulled one back for Bangla-
desh. The host had beaten

07J6. India defeats Bangladesh, wins title for the sixth time

the same opponents 3-0 in
the group stage.

India ended the tourna-
ment unbeaten, scoring 18
goals while conceding just
one. After five title-wins on

the trot, India could not
even reach the final in the
last two editions when
Bangladesh walked away
with the trophy. India had
last won the title in 2019.

AT of IITeITSeT H gHT TS IR @ ar

¢ India clinched the SAFF Women’s Championship football title for the sixth time and its
first in seven years with a 3-1 win over Bangladesh in the summit clash here on Saturday.

AR o ATAIR T BlgeTel HAlAo F qemer H1 3-1 F §UH A% AfeT Peaier ATPaTRAT 1

Tare a6 IR Siar 3R |1 ast s1¢ I8 3gafstr gif@er $i

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 .
Website : patrioticias.in e

Page6



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Pyari Xaxa (42nd minute), Sanfida Nongrum (46th minute) and Lynda Kom Serto (82nd
minute) scored for India.

IRY AT (42a71 fReTe), TRAer Aterew (4681 Bee) 3R foisr wi @<t (8241 fAde) & IR &

o atter T

Ritu Porna Chakma (45+2 minute) pulled one back for Bangladesh.
Fq QAT THAT (45+2 fAeTe) 7 Fvemeer & fow ven aier &

The host had beaten the same opponents 3-0 in the group stage.
ASTEIeT S o 9 701 7 87 380 Ffcieded T 3-0 & & |

India ended the tournament unbeaten, scoring 18 goals while conceding just one goal.

mﬁqj;\#lﬁtﬁmmguls Mo [T 3R Fad v e G|

India had last won the title in 2019.

HRA o $AY Ugol g faare 2019 # Sfrar 2|

Indian men trlumph women bag bronze
PEST T

U-18 ASIA CUP HOCKEY

Agencies
KAKAMIGAHARA [JAPAN]

Ashish Tani Purti’s hat-
trick powered the Indian
men’s hockey team to the
U-18 Asia Cup title win after
defeating host Japan 4-1in
the final here on Saturday.
Ashish  Tani  Purti
starred with a hat-trick,
while captain Ketan Kush-
waha also found the back
of the net as India pro-
duced a commanding dis-
play against the host.
Numada Gaku scored
for Japan, according to a
press release. The Indian
women’s team won the

Champions: The Indian men’s team celebrates the top-of-the-podium finish.
X@THEHOCKEYINDIA

bronze medal after regis-
tering a commanding 3-0
victory over Korea in the
third-place match. Sandee-

men capped off their cam-

paign with podium finish.
Hockey India an-

nounced a cash award of

the support staff.

Each member of the wo-
men’s team was awarded
%1 lakh while the support

stellar performance in the
men’s final and was also re-
cognised as the tourna-
ment’s top scorer with an
impressive 17 goals.

India further dominated
the individual honours
with Ayush Rajak being
named the best goalkeep-
er. Among the women,
Nausheen emerged as the
top scorer with 12 goals.
Sandeepa was adjudged
the Player of the Match in
women’s final.

The results: Men: Final: India 4
(Ashish Tani Purti 2, 28, 34, Ketan
Kushwaha 30) bt Japan 1
(Numada Gaku 52).

Women: Third place: India 3

07J6. Indian
men triumph,
women bag
bronze

HRAT T29 &
T=it AR,
Afgen A7 A
FIET 9&F ST
e Ashish
Tani Purti’s hat-

trick powered the
Indian men’s
hockey team to the
U-18 Asia Cup title win after defeating host Japan 4-1 in the final here on Saturday.

ety el gfet hr gTeen i elerT AR T3 gl T o ATATR I AT SATITT Y BlgeTel
H 4-1 I §UPT 315T-18 TIRAAAT F9 7 e i form|

Ashish Tani Purti starred with a hat-trick, while captain Ketan Kushwaha also found the
back of the net as India produced a commanding display against the host.

ety et gfet o1 g oMt ATTER el o, STefeh hecllel Shelel FHeAaTeT = & Iiver feham
3R AR  ASETT S & e gernaemel @ fe@mn|

Numada Gaku scored for Japan, according to a press release.

9 faAfee o 31THR FATET TG = SATITeT o o el foha|

The Indian women’s team won the bronze medal after registering a commanding 3-0
victory over Korea in the third-place match.

AR Al & 3 e T U1 & Fehrarel H FNAT 1 3-0 A FUH FIET & el

Sandeepa Kumari, captain Sweety Kujur and Nousheen Naz were on target as the women
capped off their campaign with a podium finish.

HET FARY, FeTeT T Fort 3R aAlefier A1t ¥ Mer o 3R Al So7 o v et 3re
AT T FAY R

Hockey India announced a cash award of ¥3 lakh for each player in the men’s team and
¥1.5 lakh for each member of the support staff.

giehY ST A T & & Tcdeh TWlST & ToIT 3 a1 T4 TUT HgAeN T&Th o Ycdish Hedd &
forT 1.5 @@ 9 Y v, TEHR TR Y 90T 6 |

pa Kumari, captain Sweety
Kujur and Nousheen Naz
were on target as the wo-

3 lakh for each player in
the men’s team and 1.5
lakh for each member of

staff got 50,000 each.
Purti was awarded
Player of the Match for his

(Sandeepa Kumari 2, Sweety
Kujur 16, Nousheen Naz 33) bt
Korea 0.
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e Each member of the women’s team was awarded %1 lakh while the support staff got 50,000
each.

AT 1 & s TEET &l 1 oG YA AT IR TSI o Tcdsh e 8T i 50,000 9 iU

Iq|

e Purti was awarded Player of the Match for his stellar performance in the men’s final and was
also recognised as the tournament’s top scorer with an impressive 17 goals.

gfct T T BrgeTel H AR Felel & ToIT Tl 3 g AT gar o 3R 17 MaT v @y @
TeTFT & gaiftrs aiter e arel Remst off 71

e India further dominated the individual honours with Ayush Rajak being named the best
goalkeeper.

R o SATFAITT GRERRT F ¢ ST HIH W1 3R AYY T T FEATS AelhIaR il I1T|
¢ Among the women, Nousheen Naz emerged as the top scorer with 12 goals.

Afger gar 7 alefieT AT 12 1her & AT TS I et arelt TS WEh|
e Sandeepa Kumari was adjudged the Player of the Match in the women'’s final.

AT BISTel H HET FART T ST A & AT o1 17|
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Besieged history

Beaufort Castle

A 12th-century hilltop castle has emerged as a key strategic flashpoint in Israel’s war with
Hezbollah in occupied southern Lebanon

Akul Baiju
he Beaufort Castle
T sits right beside the
Litani River in

southern Lebanon, with an
unobstructed view of
northern Israel and the
sweeping Beqaa valley.
The 900-year-old struc-
ture, which literally means
“beautiful fort” in Old
French, has come under
renewed spotlight after the
Israeli military invasion on
June 1.

Originally called Qalaat
al-Shagif, or the “Castle of
the High Rock,” Beaufort
was built by European cru-
saders atop older fortifica-
tions in 1139. Invaded and
besieged multiple times
throughout its long history,
the bastion has been at the
centre of the Israel-Leba-
non conflict and a pain
point in the fragile cease-
fire, announced by U.S.
President Donald Trump
on April 17.

In 1190, the stately struc-
ture was captured by Sala-
din, the first Sultan of
Egypt and Syria, who used
it as an important border
outpost to strengthen his
reign. Due to its military
importance, the castle has
changed hands frequently,
with Crusaders (most fa-
mously the Knights Tem-
plar), Egyptian Mamluks,
Ottomans, and the French
all leaving their marks on
it.

The Frankish Crusaders
created its two-storey keep
with an entry through the

ground floor, unlike other
forts of its time. Exposed
stone staircases cut direct-
ly into the rock were built,
forcing visitors and attack-
ers to ascend in a single file
on the highly exposed
path.

The Mamluks added
curved towers to defend
against the firing of spheri-
cal stones. They inscribed
Arabic victory messages in-
to the front gates of the cas-
tle. The Ottoman takeover
saw the repartitioning of
the 15,000-square-metre
area for logistical and resi-
dential usage. They built
barracks and added slits in
the fort walls for precise
firing.

Internal politics led to
many of the early con-
structions being mined
and later restored using
crude stone.

The French period saw
the stripping away of Otto-
man influence and at-
tempts at restoring Crusad-
er architecture. Beaufort
has a sharp 300m drop on
one side and the valley on
the other, protecting it
from enemy attacks. This

REUTERS

vantage point is still used
for military strikes, surveil-
lance, and the deployment
of weaponry

The natural trench bet-
ween the fortress and the
fast-flowing Litani leads to
the city of Nabatieh, an an-
cient centre for the trade of
precious spices and com-
modities like Myrrh and
Frankincense in its histori-
cal Souk el-Tanen market.

Caught in the war

The sand-battered behe-
moth is on track to become
a UNESCO World Heritage
Site and has been included
on the country’s ‘tentative
list” November 2024 saw
the global body granting it
provisional enhanced pro-
tection under the 1954
Hague Convention.

During the 1970s, the
Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation (PLO) attacked
Israel from the fort’s ram-
parts. Underground bunk-
ers and command centres
were constructed, with
some going as deep as 65m
underground.

In 1982, Israel invaded
Lebanon, seized the for-

tress from the PLO, and
raised the ‘blue and white’
for the first time. This was
a significant moment.
Then Israeli Defence Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon called the
taking of Beirut a war that
was “worth it” and reject-
ed the allegations of it be-
ing “immoral.”

The banner of Israel
came down in 2000 when
the Israelis blew up their
bunkers and abandoned
the castle, when they with-
drew from Lebanon after
18 years of occupation.
What followed was its
opening to the public and
years of restoration, with a
brief pause in 2006 due to
another Israeli invasion.

The 2026 invasion by Is-
rael marks one of the most
significant escalations in
the conflict since the dawn
of the millennium.

In March this year, Hez-
bollah fired rockets at Is-
rael in retaliation for the
U.S.-Israeli assassination of
Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. In
response, Israel launched
massive air strikes which
were followed by a ground
invasion.

The U.S.-backed cease-
fire is functionally defunct,
with both sides launching
attacks against each other.
Israel wants to push Hez-
bollah out of southern Le-
banon and keep the terri-
tory it has captured.
Hezbollah says it would
continue to fight as long as
Israel continues the occu-
pation of Lebanese land.

07J6. Besieged history
WRIEET T sfaerd

e A 12th-century hilltop castle has emerged as a key strategic flashpoint in Israel’s war with
Hezbollah in occupied southern Lebanon.

124t eraTedY F1 v TS farar cfarol e & Fest arer 81 A goRg 3R Rsgeans F U
T U JHE HHARE g, el ST ¢ |
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e The Beaufort Castle sits right beside the Litani River in southern Lebanon, with an
unobstructed view of northern Israel and the sweeping Begaa Valley.

STHIE FH STET0N efatet 7 forameh 7d & foret FEua 8, ST & 3o sorisel 3R faeqd aar
1Y T TS g7 fowrs Sar B

e The 900-year-old structure, which literally means “beautiful fort” in Old French, has come
under renewed spotlight after the Israeli military invasion on June 1.

€ 900 ¥ Tt FETAT, ToTHhT YT Sher $7TST 3 enifeeeh 374 eI e §, 1 511 1 g0
SoRIS el A JTHATT & J1G, Th & TaT 7 3T IS ¢

e Originally called Qalaat al-Shagqif, or the “Castle of the High Rock,” Beaufort was built by
European crusaders atop older fortifications in 1139.

ol T { Hel37 IeT-AhI AT “Fl T HT fFell” Fgellel dlell sTHIC, 1139 H NI
AN SaRT et Fhelaie e & FUT ST 1T 27|

e In 1190, the stately structure was captured by Saladin, the first Sultan of Egypt and Syria,
who used it as an important border outpost to strengthen his reign.

1190 # 3 7T AT TR FATSEENA o Fheoll Y fordT, ST FAe 3R ARAT & ggel Foor= A, 3R
3egiel S8 3T AT T HTG i & ToIT Teh Hgca T AT diehl & T H SETHAT fohaT|

e Due to its military importance, the castle has changed hands frequently, with Crusaders,
Knights Templar, Egyptian Mamluks, Ottomans, and the French all leaving their marks on
it.

e Hged & HRUT 3 fehel T ATT0T S TR T ol R FA, AGeH Fder, A F7erF,
STAT AT AT BRARAET & 389 W) 37911 ©19 SieT|

e The Frankish Crusaders created its two-storey keep with an entry through the ground floor,
unlike other forts of its time.

hhT RS = SHRT &l AT FET 19T T, THHH FA STl W g1 T, ST 38 AT o 3T
ferelt & 3reror 2|

e The natural trench between the fortress and the fast-flowing Litani leads to the city of
Nabatieh, an ancient centre for the trade of precious spices and commodities like Myrrh and
Frankincense in its historical Souk el-Tanen market.

forer 3R At Tt arel foraett w1t o v Frue wrepfares @ré waforde 2rex deh STl &, 5t 379y
ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ?ﬂjﬁ-mmﬁﬁ'&ﬁaﬂmé@qgﬂsu HEATE 3R a3 o TR T
EISICETRGES

Caught in the war

Jey Hrade A

e The sand-battered behemoth is on track to become a UNESCO World Heritage Site and has
been included on the country’s ‘tentative list.’

3T 3R TG 6T AR Vel Johl g TARMTeT Tohell FATah! Faed eieT T4 Fofal 1 e 7 3R &
3R 58 er 1 IreArh gl & e frar g

o November 2024 saw the global body granting it provisional enhanced protection under the
1954 Hague Convention.

AGaT 2024 7 AP TFEAT S/ 1954 BT HeaAqA & dgd AR oA TETOT UeTeT fohar|

e During the 1970s, the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) attacked Israel from the
fort's ramparts.

1970 & g & ffaedlar HfFa Warae (PLO) o fohel & ITeiRT & SoRIge W gA fhU|
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07J6 | Industrial salt pans threaten Sambhar Lake’s survival

dieafs ars I AR T FaRacT FRTTaTTT®E

07J6. Industrial salt pans threaten Sambhar
Lake’s survival

JteAfare aaw o1 anR e & 3rffaca & fAw
gauaT R E

e Sambhar Lake is India’s largest inland saltwater
wetland.

AR ST R T Fad a9 AT @R arelt A IreifA g1

e The authors said efforts to conserve the lake must

. separate industrial salt pans and the wetland
Industrial salt pans threaten environment, including natural saline land.

Sambhar Lake’s survival HERAAFATIHT 2 T B 3T & TXATOT & oI e s
Sambhar Lake is India’s largest inland saltwater Scqree & 3l 3T|'a'3!\ﬁ' CIIGE] Eﬁf, S \'-leﬁﬁF saviir
wetland. When they analysed satellite data from 7 R

1984 to 2023, scientists found the lake depends S@Sﬂ'% %’ TS FF & 37eTaT-37e0T ofTel
heavily on seasonal rain, with water levels HT%UI

peaking in late summer and shrinking

significantly in the dry season. Between 2022 and

2023, the lake’s surface also shrank while salt

pans nearby expanded. The authors said efforts

to conserve the lake must separate industrial salt

pans and the wetland environment, including
natural saline land.
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SC balances child’s right to know
paternity, father’s right to privacy

Rizmi Lia M.
CHENNAI

The Supreme Court, in a
ruling last week, upheld
the use of DNA test in a
long-running paternity dis-
pute, addressing the com-
plex question of whether
an individual’s right to pri-
vacy overrides the need to
determine parentage.

Earlier, the top court
had consistently held in va-
rious judgments that DNA
tests should not be ordered
routinely, but there has
never been a conclusive
answer to when they
should be permitted.

Paternity cases largely
revolved around the con-
cerns of legitimacy and the
need to avoid illegitimising
children. However, after
the Supreme Court’s land-
mark decision of Justice
K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union
of India in 2017 which
ruled that the right to pri-
vacy is a fundamental right
under Article 21 of the Con-
stitution, the court has
continuously ruled that
compulsory DNA testing
interferes with an indivi-
dual’s right to privacy and
bodily autonomy.

’/'
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The top court had earlier consistently held in various judgments
that DNA tests should not be ordered routinely. ISTOCK/GETTY IMAGES

In the present case, Jus-
tice Sanjay Karol and Jus-
tice N. Kotiswar Singh
upheld the trial court or-
der directing a DNA test to
prove paternity. The al-
leged father and appellant
approached the court to
overturn the trial order.

Section 112 of the Evi-
dence Act, 1872 (Section
116 of the Bharatiya Saksh-
ya Adhiniyam) states that a
child is presumed to be leg-
itimate unless the party
disputing paternity proves
that there was non-access
for the relevant period of
the marriage and it is upon
the alleged father to prove
the non-access.

In a series of older cas-
es, the court has pulled

back from using the DNA
test to prove paternity. Es-
pecially since the above
said section was enacted in
1872, when there was no
scientific means to deter-
mine paternity. However,
the DNA testing method
became commercially
available in India by the
1980s.

In 2014, the Supreme
Court gave a wider inter-
pretation in Nandlal Wasu-
deo Badwaik v. Lata Nan-
dlal Badwaik holding that
“in our opinion, when
there is a conflict between
a conclusive proof envis-
aged under law and a proof
based on scientific advan-
cement accepted by the
world community to be

correct, the latter must
prevail over the former”.

N.D. Tiwari case

In the same year, the N.D.
Tiwari paternity row was
highly publicised in which
veteran politician Narayan
Dutt Tiwari was compelled
to take a DNA test that
proved he was the biologi-
cal father of Rohit Shekhar.
The long-drawn-out six-
year case established a sig-
nificant legal precedent re-
garding privacy, scientific
evidence, and the rights of
children born out of we-
dlock. Though Tiwari
strongly argued that his
right to privacy was violat-
ed, the Delhi High Court
and the Supreme Court or-
dered for the test.

In the present case,
neither the court gave an
unrestricted right to the
child to demand DNA test-
ing nor abandon the al-
leged father’s right to pri-
vacy, but rather held that
in the domain of right to
privacy, it wants to balance
the interests of the alleged
father’s privacy with that
of the child’s desire for clo-
sure on a question that has
loomed large on his life.

07J6. SC balances child’s right to know paternity, father’s right to privacy
gNA FIE A To1 & AJea I F FAHR R e & fAsrar & 3fdR & i dgoa

CoIEI

However, after the Supreme Court’s landmark decision of Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v.
Union of India (2017) which ruled that the right to privacy is a fundamental right under
Article 21 of the Constitution, the court has continuously ruled that compulsory DNA testing
interferes with an individual’s right to privacy and bodily autonomy.

gleliich, SI¥EH &.UH. JEeFaTH a1 IR WY (2017) & Ufcgriaen 0T o e, fows forsrar
& HTAFR T WU F AT 21 & Tgd Aol ITRHR HIAT 1T, HETeld R Ig el
T & T 1rar SrvaAT gdietor sgferd fr fasrar 3R amiiRe Taraadr & 38R 7 geaaa Hiar

gl

In the present case, Justice Sanjay Karol and Justice N. Kotiswar Singh upheld the trial
court order directing a DNA test to prove paternity.
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AT ATHS H F TS Hord FUe 3R Far#Afd v, Fifeva g & Aqea gy w@ & fo
BTV GIIETUT et & TATell ST o 3TELT T SR IW@T|

The alleged father and appellant approached the court to overturn the trial order.

FAT T 3R 3rdiererar o forelt 3reTerd & 3R i foREd F & fv 31ererd &1 @ fhar

a1

Section 112 of the Evidence Act, 1872 (Section 116 of the Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam) states that a child is presumed to be legitimate unless the party disputing
paternity proves that there was non-access for the relevant period of the marriage and it is
upon the alleged father to prove the non-access.

AR e rfafae, 1872 i arT 112 (IR wneg sffawer, 2023 T 4RT 116) &
3TTER, TRl T Y 8 AT ST, 51 deh oh [Uccd W) fdrate aiet arelr vat I8 g a9 &
o TaaTg i TEfOd 39T & SR afa-deett & &g Tus g1 a1, 3R Jg AT et I alided
FHAT AT WA B

In a series of older cases, the court has pulled back from using the DNA test to prove
paternity.

R HHAT 6T Teh HGell H 37eTerd o Tcd et et & forw Srua gleior & 392eT § gt
o 2|

Especially since the above said section was enacted in 1872, when there was no scientific
means to determine paternity.

Iy &7 & sHTAT Fifeh IWIFT URT 1872 H F11$ 915 &Y, 579 [ejed TR vt &1 18
FATfeTeh AT 3TeleY aTar 2T

However, the DNA testing method became commercially available in India by the 1980s.
gretifer, freere qdiaTor ygufar IR H 1980 & & doh SATTHITAS & F 3Ty gl 15 Y|

In 2014, the Supreme Court gave a wider interpretation in Nandlal Wasudeo Badwaik v.
Lata Nandlal Badwaik holding that “in our opinion, when there is a conflict between a
conclusive proof envisaged under law and a proof based on scientific advancement accepted
by the world community to be correct, the latter must prevail over the former”.

2014 & oA HIE o AGelTel IYST TSaATGSH ToITH oIl Acalel a5dTgeh HIH H ST I
It T gl o “GANT T A, ST HlefsT GaRT IR feud fAviaes @ iR dafare garfa ox
3R AT fa9T AHCTT SaRT Tl Al ITT AeT o s T g1, T &1 aTell Tgel I AT
9TCd AT |

N.D. Tiwari case

vt 31, faarT A

In the same year, the N.D. Tiwari paternity row was highly publicised in which veteran
politician Narayan Dutt Tiwari was compelled to take a DNA test that proved he was the
biological father of Rohit Shekhar.

38 a¥ ot 3. foaard Riqea g s af<da e, fores afiss Tsterdr armwror e faardy &»r
ST TETOT T o Forw are fanam arar ar, v Rigy favar i 3 Ofe e & Sifass Rar
|

In the present case, neither the court gave an unrestricted right to the child to demand DNA
testing nor abandon the alleged father’s right to privacy, but rather held that in the domain of
right to privacy, it wants to balance the interests of the alleged father’s privacy with that of the
child’s desire for closure on a question that has loomed large on his life.

FAHTT HATHS H 37STold o o dl I &Y ATT T{eToT Y 3 AT A7#T 71 31f0FR ear ik T &
HIAT AT & fAs1ar & 31fSR F1 19T, dfed T8 Fel o ferar & 31MaR & &7 7 98 S A
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The Gen Z trio that took on the CBSE

Vedant Shrivasta

The three students who were viciously trolled for raising their voice on public platforms against the CBSE's On-Screen Marking system stand vindicated
after the Board admitted to flaws in the system

Maitri Porecha

edant Shrivastava (17),

Nisarga Adhikary (19) and

Sarthak Sidhant (18) were

ordinary teenagers until two
weeks ago, before they raised their
voice on public platforms against the
Central Board of ary
Education’s (CBSE) botched up
On-Screen Marking system. After the
board admitted to flaws in the system,
the Gen Z trio stood vindicated.

Class 12 student Vedant was in for a
rude shock when he got called
‘anti-national, on X, as he flagged
receiving a stranger’s answer sheet
instead of his own to the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE).

One of the first students to raise his
voice against the On-Screen Marking
system deployed by the CBSE, Vedant,
who is now being referred to as ‘the
primary whistleblower,’ says that since
he went public on X, what has ensued
is utter ‘chaos.’ The trolling did not
stop at being called an ‘anti-national,’
or ‘Pakistani’. “People went on to
comment about my physical
appearance and my speech,” he says.
After pointing out the botch-up, senior
officials at the CBSE admitted their
mistake and traced his original physics
answer sheet.

“I'took to X to voice my concerns as
CBSE was not replying to my distress
calls. Because | am a minor, X does not
specifically mention country or
location but highlights the larger
region to which the account belongs.
In my case, this was South Asia, and |
was brutally trolled and called a
“Pakistani,” Vedant says.

After the CBSE portal for
re-evaluation opened on June 2,
Vedant applied to get 13 questions
re-evaluated in four subjects —
Computer Science, English,
Mathematics and Physics.

An East Delhi resident, Vedant
observes that the CBSE implemented
On-Screen Marking in a hasty manner.
“In my school, some teachers are very
aged and they are used to checking
answer copies by hand. They are not
well versed with using computers. If
the CBSE wants to implement the OSM
system in 2027 they should give

teachers proper training,” he says.

It has been two weeks since
Vedant’s post on X, which blew the lid
off a massive evaluation fiasco in the
(CBSE, but the media attention over the
teenager has not died down.

“The controversy started affecting
me but my family was very
supportive,” he says adding that he got
‘distracted,’ by the CBSE upheaval for
the last two weeks but is now
re-starting his preparation for the
National Defence Academy entrance
exams. “1 aspire to be a fighter pilot
with the Indian Air Force.”

‘Ethical hacker”

isarga Adhikary, a West Bengal-based
“ethical hacker”, exposed “critical
vulnerabilities” in the CBSE's OSM
portal, including leaking sensitive
student information.

The CBSE immediately slipped into
denial after Nisarga went public with
his posts on X, and nearly after two
weeks, it admitted to the flaws. “It was
really frustrating for me that the CBSE
and the Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT) took three
months (since he first raised

Nisarga Adhikary, an ‘ethical hacker, Vedant Shrivastava, and Sarthak Sidhant have exposed flaws in the CBSE's marking system.

complaints in February) to admit the
flaws in their portal,” Nisarga told The
Hindu. Between 2023 and 2025,
Nisarga found himself embroiled in the
Joint Entrance Exams (JEE) race,
which he said was ‘pretty depressing.’
“I don't see a point in putting effort for
an institute (Indian Institutes of
Technology) when they are not even in
top 100 ranking institutes across the
world,” he told The Hindu. Life came
full circle for Nisarga when an expert
IIT team invited him to fix the
vulnerabilities in the CBSE's IT
ecosystem. Asked why the students
have been forced to take matters into
their own hands, Nisarga says: “Gen Z
holding people accountable is the way
to go as some people in high places are
full of ego.”

At age 19, when most students are
busy with regular schooling, Nisarga
had already started interning in tech
companies. He primarily identifies as a
software engineer and has worked on
digitising restaurant menus for a
Mumbai-based tech company Skann
before dabbling into an internship with
Singapore-based crypto giant
Cypherock and then interning with

07J6. The Gen Z trio that took on the CBSE
Hidftras &1 gotdY & arelt Ser-3s $r s
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uru-based tech company
Wavelength. Hacking into CBSE portals
was his first brush with social activism,
he says.

Nisarga says he has multiple job
offers from Silicon Valley in California,
and he does not want to ‘waste his
time going to college’. “In case | take
up an offer in the U.S., I will aim to
apply for an extraordinary talent visa
[U.S. 0-1 nonimmigrant visa], which
allows individuals who have reached
the top of their fields to live and work
in the U.S.,” he says. “However, I will
stay back in India if I get a good
research opportunity to work in IITs.”

Nisarga believes in combining
computer programming with activism
to champion public rights causes
around data privacy. The teen ‘ethical
hacker” has also publicly stated that he

being chased by journalists since he
alleged through comparison of public
documents that the CBSE had diluted
requirements to favour technology
vendor COEMPT Eduteck in the OSM
portal issue. Sarthak became what is
likely the youngest person to depose in
front of a Parliamentary Panel. After
his deposition on June 2, he has not
been able to return home, because he
says he feels ‘unsafe’. He felt
compelled to shift to an undisclosed
location after journalists reached his
accommodation in New Delhi. “In
Ranchi, I gather there are journalists
waiting for me outside my house. |
don’t want to go back home, so 1 am
staying put at an undisclosed location,”
he says.

Seeds of rationality
Sarthak says he is of a curious nature
and he likes spending most of his time
on his computer “digging into new
things”. “I do not like watching movies
or web shows. What I like, however, is
old songs with meaningful lyrics
playing in the background while I work
on my computer.” Sarthak is a fan of
progressive Indian poet Sahir
Ludhianvi and when asked what his
favourite works are, without
hesitation, he immediately cites lyrics
— Tu Hindu banega na Musalaman
banegaa, Insaan ki aulad hai, Insaan
banega (You will neither be a Hindu or
Muslim, you are humanity’s child you
will be a human).

Sarthak says his parents had an
intercaste marriage and they have an
evolutionary and pragmatic
perspective, which sowed seeds of
rationality and logic in him since a
young age. “After my father passed
away due to cardiac arrest two years
ago, I started questioning concepts like
religion, philosophy and faith.”

Sarthak wants to pursue
engineering and go on to blend

is ‘queer, and is about the
LGBTQ rights in India.

“I want to build an inclusive society
where people are more accepting of
each other. Religion is a coping
mechanism whereas we need more
scientific thought over religion to build
an inclusive society,” he says.

Ranchi-based Sarthak Sidhant is

Vedant Shrivastava, Nisarga Adhikary and Sarthak Sidhant

The three students who were viciously trolled for raising their voice on public platforms
against the CBSE’s On-Screen Marking system stand vindicated after the Board admitted
to flaws in the system.

HNTws i 3HTT-FheT AT JuIrel F TS AT Hal W TaTsT 381 & HROT T TE
2ol T 37T 3T fiaT ST T ad TS AT TohaT 31T ST 1S o JOTel 3 WITHAT T TSR

foram|

with social welfare for
bettering lives. He looks up to Dinkar’s
poetry and cites the poet’s famous
work: ‘Lohe ke ped hare honge, (Dried
out trees will become green). “The sole
message of this poetry is that one
should keep asking questions and put
in constant efforts to seek answers,” he

THE GIST
v

Vedant Shrivastava, one of the
first students to raise his voice
against the On-Screen Marking
system deployed by the CBSE,
is now being referred to as ‘tht
primary whistieblower’

-
Nisarga Adhikary, a 19-year-ok
ybersecurity researcher,
exposed “critical
wlnerabilities" in the CBSE's
OSM portal, including leaking
sensitive student information

v
Ranchi-based Sarthak Sidhant
has alleged through
comparison of public
documents that the CBSE had
diluted requirements to favour
technology vendor COEMPT
Eduteck in the OSM portal
issue

Vedant Shrivastava (17), Nisarga Adhikary (19) and Sarthak Sidhant (18) were ordinary
teenagers until two weeks ago, before they raised their voice on public platforms against the

Central Board of Secondary Education’s (CBSE) botched up On-Screen Marking

system.

deia sfareda (17), et srfterdy (19) 3R areds Rgyia (18) &Y dcdTe 9ga de ATHwT

el A, 519 T 3egiel HFarr AT AT e NF (Hefews) v Jeqo? sita-wher mnfear yomeh
F QT AT Fal W 3aTS o7g1 3015 AT
After the board admitted to flaws in the system, the Gen Z trio stood vindicated.
S R STOTeN 3 WFvaT EeBR et G AeT-ots Y g Frnd W AT g

Class 12 student Vedant was in for a rude shock when he got called ‘anti-national’ on X, as
he flagged receiving a stranger’s answer sheet instead of his own to the Central Board of
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Secondary Education (CBSE).
HETT 12 & O AT ! 3T THY 3T STCehT ol o1d Sog X T TSIV hgl 31T, ik Segier
HWIeas A 39 STRYREART & T TR 31 T T STRYREART (AT T Feer Iorm 7|

One of the first students to raise his voice against the On-Screen Marking system deployed
by the CBSE, Vedant, who is now being referred to as ‘the primary whistleblower,” says that
since he went public on X, what has ensued is utter ‘chaos.’

HITHS ST o] HTeT-FhIeT ATfEHT JoITelt & Wl TS Ygel 3TaTeT 361 aTel o1 H § Teh
deid, fSiee 319 & TgHeTsall3R el ST TET 8, T @ foh X TR Adsifoleh &9 & slelel & alg
T /G NIl el TS|

The trolling did not stop at being called an ‘anti-national,’” or ‘Pakistani’.

SYFRIaT et TSR AT TRAEHY P ST eh AR 78 |

“People went on to comment about my physical appearance and my speech,” he says.
“aatt =¥ A 2MARF FoArae 3R ey & o oF 3 Roaforar et ow o &, 3egie gl

After pointing out the botch-up, senior officials at the CBSE admitted their mistake and traced
his original Physics answer sheet.

T AT 3R LT feeret o o Wdiews & IS IfAHRIRT 7 390 IelcdT FFR AR 3
e silforehy SeRaReeT Tiet el |
“I took to X to voice my concerns as CBSE was not replying to my distress calls.

“Het 31911 FIATT e et & TorT X &7 TgRT forar i Widiewg a3 Rl &1 Jard sigi &

TgT AT
Because | am a minor, X does not specifically mention country or location but highlights the
larger region to which the account belongs.

arq’iﬁ:ﬁ;rwm;{,x%%ﬁmﬁaarmxmwmaﬁma%ﬁwa?mﬁaem%
o ad @rar Gefa g

In my case, this was South Asia, and | was brutally trolled and called a ‘Pakistani,” Vedant
says.

A AH A e EFavor vfar A1 3R Het g v grer R I qur wifShEdrer e I, daid

o FeTl

After the CBSE portal for re-evaluation opened on June 2, Vedant applied to get 13
guestions re-evaluated in four subjects — Computer Science, English, Mathematics and
Physics.

2 [ ! YA edihel o] MATws et Golel & 91 dald o HFTqeT 34, Iaeh, a1fora sk
#IfAT & 13 WAl & Gereloiohet & foIv 3mdes faham|

An East Delhi resident, Vedant observes that the CBSE implemented On-Screen Marking in
a hasty manner.

gt feelt fSrarel daid &1 AT & o Weftews o 3ifer-whier anfder 1 STeaaret 7 oy R

;In my school, some teachers are very aged and they are used to checking answer copies by
and.

‘AR Taegrerd & Fe R1aTeh I 37T 8 X T 817 & FTRYREART Sl & AT 8

They are not well versed with using computers.

I FOIET & 3TN 7 3T a7 78T &

If the CBSE wants to implement the OSM system in 2027 they should give teachers proper

training,” he says.

Iie Wefleds 2027 H HTHTH O SI13] AT =16l & ol 3 TRI&ThT bt 3Tere wiRrefor &ar
a-l-%-q-,n m‘r N a’ETI

It has been two weeks since Vedant’s post on X, which blew the lid off a massive evaluation
fiasco in the CBSE, but the media attention over the teenager has not died down.
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AT T X GREC T &Y HelTg 8 o &, i) Welews & afcaiehe alerel ST GerrdT &, olfehat
m%ma:rw;ryasﬂmwamgm%l

“The controversy started affecting me but my family was very supportive,” he says adding that
he got ‘distracted’ by the CBSE upheaval for the last two weeks but is now re-starting his
preparation for the National Defence Academy entrance exams.

“5H TadTe T {1 9T THIT TSo1 ofaT 2T, a%ﬁvqﬁaﬂagHWﬁm"sa’iﬁwaﬂTaﬁsT
o el & Iag & Wdivas [Aare & FROUT AT €A1 $eeh 1T AT, oifehed 376 I IS &I
IRTCHT FaIT T T TRy o & & @ 8

“| aspire to be a fighter pilot with the Indian Air Force.”

ﬁﬂma@ﬁmﬁqﬂwwmmgl

‘Ethical hacker’

‘TfHd §HT

Nisarga Adhikary, a West Bengal-based “ethical hacker”, exposed “critical vulnerabilities” in
the CBSE’s OSM portal, including leaking sensitive student information.

fas STl & “TiAFer gt fawet i) & v & v e 7 TR FF=Rar
T el foha, TSiTa ST hr FaeeTeliel SiTeTshRT T efieh gl & enfaer 2|

“I don’t see a point in putting effort for an institute (Indian Institutes of Technology) when
they are not even in top 100 ranking institutes across the world,” he told The Hindu.

ST AR St oY T (1T) T & <Y 100 TEaTet 3 off 78T §, Y a saAr o &
ToIT 31cafreh Jare et o1 o3t 1S TaIy SHRUT e e’ 3gist el

Life came full circle for Nisarga when an expert IIT team invited him to fix the vulnerabilities in
the CBSE’s IT ecosystem.

e & Siad & U e Als d9 3T S Uah [aw T EES O o 3¢ diivws &
ITEE & T FAANAT Y g e & fow AR famam|

Asked why the students have been forced to take matters into their own hands, Nisarga says:
“Gen Z holding people accountable is the way to go as some people in high places are full of
ego.”

TS 3o YOT 1T foh STl &l Ge 3T T JATAT IS, At et o g, “AeT-3As S@RT @ittt ahr
STATSCE SEAT ST & FATTeh S Tal TR §S F olidT e S g "

At age 19, when most students are busy with regular schooling, Nisarga had already started
interning in tech companies.

19§ 1 3MY H, 519 3ifeehier o1 [FITHT Ters & o7& o &, et deneitehr shafaat 7
STHATRIT & Y Teh |

He primarily identifies as a software engineer and has worked on digitising restaurant menus
for a Mumbai-based tech company Skann before dabbling into an internship with Singapore-
based crypto giant Cypherock and then interning with Bengaluru-based tech company
Wavelength.

4 T I HTT T F AIFeaI AT AT § 3R oS & Tehetiehl hdeil Skann, g v
f3hTeT Shuet Cypherock T SITeTe &l cTeheiiehl shu=it Wavelength & &1 &R &Y T &
Hacking into CBSE portals was his first brush with social activism, he says.

3eTeh 3R WTHE AEell A S[ST F6 AH I FTHISTeh ATHIT T 3oTehT Tgell 38T AT |

Nisarga says he has multiple job offers from Silicon Valley in California, and he does not
want to ‘waste his time going to college’.

fTa &7 FgaTT & f 3¢ hfamifetar Fr RfeFE ot T F AlFd geae e § 31k T ‘@reer
ST THY TG, 16T T ATl |

“In case | take up an offer in the U.S., | will aim to apply for an extraordinary talent visa
(U.S. O-1 nonimmigrant visa), which allows individuals who have reached the top of their
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fields to live and work in the U.S.,” he says.

“afe; # AT A 1S TEdTT TRHFHR AT , Al # .04, 0-1 I-3mvardt e & forw smae
HEI,” Sogiat el

“However, | will stay back in India if | get a good research opportunity to work in [ITs.”
“BTeTIeh, AATE; FZT HTEHTEN # 3o M AT Aerdr & af 7 6k # & gam!”

Nisarga believes in combining computer programming with activism to champion public
rights causes around data privacy.

Tt Feget WranfHer 3R AT Afshardr ST Siigeht 3eT MIAIAT & 53 SieTied & Heal
3T T #F foeard waa €

The teen ‘ethical hacker’ has also publicly stated that he is ‘queer,” and is concerned about
the LGBTQ rights in India.

S8 JaT ‘TSl gy’ o AIdoToleh &7 & T ! TFIIT T8 3R AR F LGBTQ HfA+RY
& e T sgara AT g

“I want to build an inclusive society where people are more accepting of each other.

‘¥ ver gETALN AT IATT AR 's:aETFﬂ?TW-WﬁmWﬁI

Religion is a coping mechanism whereas we need more scientific thought over religion to
build an inclusive society,” he says.

&3 Ueh TEIT o) dToll STIEAT & v §, oAbt GHTALN AT IaTe) & foT g8 319 dafas
AT Y IMTTRATE,” 3aieY FeTl

Seeds of rationality

arfherdr & disr

Ranchi-based Sarthak Sidhant is being chased by journalists since he alleged through
comparison of public documents that the CBSE had diluted requirements to favour
technology vendor COEMPT Eduteck in the OSM portal issue.

Tt fovamelt rde Rquia aa & Aifsar & gt 7 §, 9 351 Aristiorh GEddSit T Jofell
3TUR X AR T fob Hedlwws & COEMPT Eduteck ﬁmﬁmﬁ%ﬁvmm@
I3 HleTest st RIfder fana|

Sarthak became what is likely the youngest person to depose in front of a Parliamentary
Panel.

A HerdcT: HHERT AIAT o THET ST ol ATel FGH AT ool ot |

After his deposition on June 2, he has not been able to return home, because he says he
feels ‘unsafe’.

2 91 Y 9T &1 & TG § TR AT e T FAifeh 358 Tad B IRRIET AeqH & T B

He felt compelled to shift to an undisclosed location after journalists reached his
accommodation in New Delhi.

JIhRT & 78 freel FEua 357 3mard aawg'uﬁ & 91G 3e¢ Ueh 3TATd TUTeT X SAT=IT U7 |

“In Ranchi, | gather there are journalists waiting for me outside my house.

Tt & A TR & F18T TR AT SR aX B 8

| don’t want to go back home, so | am staying put at an undisclosed location,” he says.

# T AT LT ST ATECT, ST Ueh ATt TUTeA T IE V@1 §,” 3weiel e |

Sarthak says he is of a curious nature and he likes spending most of his time on his computer
“digging into new things”.

A1 shgd & o Setent Tastra Toremg & 3R & 319a1T ifienier Haer shegex WX o1$ =it &1 Tier’
H T v wa £

“I do not like watching movies or web shows.

‘A Thedl AT A9 oY WA TS 7781 ¢
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e What | like, however, is old songs with meaningful lyrics playing in the background while |
work on my computer.”

QAfshel 7S FTYE W HIH F AT T dlel Tl Tt e Foal 9 517
e Sarthak is a fan of progressive Indian poet Sahir Ludhianvi.

ardeh weTicRiTe (IR hia Afe ftrmeret & gerae &

e Sarthak says his parents had an intercaste marriage and they have an evolutionary and
pragmatic perspective, which sowed seeds of rationality and logic in him since a young age.

A TlTel § o Seteh ATCT- AT 7 STt frarg g3 27 3R 3e1eh1 gfSeahior caragRen vd
saTicrefer o, TSI sradet & €1 3o7e cehefierar 3iR fadsh & dist su|

o “After my father passed away due to cardiac arrest two years ago, | started questioning

Govt. standardises
edible oil pack sizes
for price comparison

Meenakshi Verma Ambwani

NEW DELHI

The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs has pre-
scribed standard pack siz-
es for edible oils under the
Legal Metrology frame-
work to help consumers
compare prices across
brands and make informed
purchasing decisions.

In a statement, the De-
partment said it has
amended the Standard Op-
erating Procedure (SoP) go-
verning net quantity decla-
rations and standard pack
sizes for edible oils and
fats. Manufacturers, pack-
ers and importers have
three months to comply
with the new norms.

The move follows con-
sultations with industry as-
sociations  representing
nearly 90% of the edible oil
sector. According to the
Department, the prolifera-
tion of non-standard pack
sizes in recent years has
made price comparison
difficult and created confu-
sion among consumers.

The revised SoP pre-
scribes nine standard pack
sizes — 200 ml/g, 500 ml/g,
1 litre/kg, 2 litre/kg, 3 litre/
kg, 4 litre/kg, 5 litre/kg, 15
litre/kg and 20 litre/kg —
for major edible oils, in-
cluding palm, soybean,
sunflower, mustard,
groundnut, sesame, rice
bran, cottonseed and corn
oil, as well as blended oils.

Volume declaration

The new rules also man-
date declaration of both
volume and equivalent

The revised SoP prescribes nine
standard pack sizes.

weight on packs to im-
prove transparency. The
provisions apply to both
domestically  manufac-
tured and imported edible
oils. Packages below 200
ml or 200 grams and mi-
nor edible oils have been
exempted from the stan-
dard packsize require-
ment to ensure the conti-
nued  availability  of
affordable small packs.
Companies may adopt the
new pack sizes immediate-
ly, even before the transi-
tion period ends.

Welcoming the move,
Sudhakar Desai, president
of the Indian Vegetable Oil
Producers’  Association,
said it would “restore
structural sanity to retail
shelves and level the play-
ing field”.

He noted while flexibili-
ty in pack sizes was intend-
ed to give industry greater
freedom, it had led to a
proliferation of non-stan-
dard packs and wides-
pread market confusion.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

concepts like religion, philosophy and faith.”
" AR Tgel A AT T geamena & Hog & are A 4, &
3R 3T S Tt oY geaT 3oTe 4w o

e Sarthak wants to pursue engineering and go on to
blend technology with social welfare for bettering lives.

AT FSAIIRET LT T8 & AR 3T Teleh dehsileh &l
HIATSTeh SHedT0T & AT SATShT AN &l SHdeT SG SeATelT ATgcl
gl

e He looks up to Dinkar’s poetry and cites the poet’s

famous work: ‘Lohe ke ped hare honge,’ (Dried out trees will
become green).

3 et Y wfaamit & 9T 8§ 3R 3ahr ufdcy dfed @R & 93
WA F 3o FA &
e “The sole message of this poetry is that one should

keep asking questions and put in constant efforts to seek
answers,” he says.

“GH AT hT HET T & o AT T STINTAR T2 Il Igel
TIfRT 3R 3T @i F T ATaR 99 Fed 8= 918,
3egiel Tl

07J6. Govt. standardises edible oil pack sizes for
price comparison

Hed ool % AT R F Wieg a 4F JTHRI F7
ATeThIRIOT T

e The Department of Consumer Affairs has prescribed
standard pack sizes for edible oils under the Legal
Metrology framework to help consumers compare prices
across brands and make informed purchasing decisions.

SUEFAT ATHS faAHTRT o 3uerdnsit a1 faffiest sist v Hadr
oA et 3R e Tlie o ot # @grrar g drer
AT &1 & dgd WIe dell & oIt ATH U9 MR reiika
[Eau]

e The revised SoP prescribes nine standard pack
sizes — 200 ml/g, 500 ml/g, 1 litre/kg, 2 litre/kg, 3 litre/kg, 4

litre/kg, 5 litre/kg, 15 litre/kg and 20 litre/lkg — for major
edible oils.

TN SoP o ITER YT TIeT el & T At AT 3
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3MHR — 200 f&.&fY./ama, 500 f&.of./ame, 1 Sev/fFaEms, 2 diet/faaans, 3 dey/fFaEn, 4
dey/fFaams, 5 ey/fFaams, 15 Ne/fFaams 31T 20 dev/fFratamsT — FuRa e oo E)

e These include palm, soybean, sunflower, mustard, groundnut, sesame, rice bran,
cottonseed and corn oil, as well as blended oils.

fAfAra der o enfdver €1

Volume declaration

3T "NoTT

e The new rules also mandate declaration of both volume and equivalent weight on packs to
improve transparency.

AT forarai & Tg IRERIAT q6T o forT Yehel IR IRIAT 3R 38 FHIET et alell I Sood
AT 31T g

e He noted while flexibility in pack sizes was intended to give industry greater freedom, it had
led to a proliferation of non-standard packs and widespread market confusion.

3ogiel gl Toh TATT Yah HTHRT 7 STeTsT 3TN I HT8H TIdIdT ot & 3662 U AT, AifeheT
mm-mﬂﬁﬁmaaﬁimﬁmmﬁﬁuﬁmgél

GS Paper I11: Economy 07 June 2026
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07J6

Why did SC back curbs on online gaming?
TS AT R yfaatrcAs 39T T gAY Hafea aarerd a F47 fFar?

07J6

Prime Minister flags ‘national interest’ in Sterlite’s ‘green copper’ projectin TN

Tt @ Afeeg & Texarse H e Hraw TRAST 7 T R F AT 35T
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Why did SC back curbs on online gaming?

What were the two sets of appeals concerning the regulation and taxation of online gaming

platforms in front of the Court? What were the main objections raised by gaming companies

against the GST levy? What are the likely consequences for India’s online gaming industry?

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
he Supreme Court on May 27, 2026,
delivered two rulings with major
ramifications for the country’s
real-money gaming industry. A Bench
of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan
upheld the constitutional validity of the Centre’s
retrospective 28% GST levy on online gaming
companies and, in a separate judgment,
affirmed the validity of State laws prohibiting
real-money gaming platforms.

What did the Court have to decide?

The judgments arose from two distinct sets of
appeals concerning the regulation and taxation
of online gaming platforms. The first batch
related to State laws prohibiting online betting
and wagering. In 2021, Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka enacted legislation criminalising
betting on games played in cyberspace and
prescribing penalties, including imprisonment.
After the Madras and Karnataka High Courts
struck down these enactments, the respective
State governments approached the Supreme
Court, arguing that betting and gambling fall
within their legislative competence under Entry
34 of List II of the Seventh Schedule. They
further contended that the restrictions were
necessary to address addiction and other social
harms associated with online betting.

The second batch concerned the applicability
of the GST regime to online gaming involving
money stakes. The appeals arose from decisions
of the Bombay and Karnataka High Courts,
which held that online gaming transactions did
not constitute actionable claims under the GST
law and consequently quashed tax proceedings

| =

Supreme Court of Indla

The Court
held that, for
GST purposes,
the distinction
between
games of skill
and games of
chance
becomes
irrelevant
once money
is staked on
an uncertain
outcome

initiated against gaming companies. The Union
government thereafter challenged these rulings
before the Supreme Court.

Why was the GST levy upheld?

The dispute over the GST liability of online
gaming platforms stemmed from amendments
approved by the GST Council in August 2023.
The Council clarified that all online games
involving bets or wagers, irrespective of whether
they were predominantly games of skill or
games of chance, would attract GST at 28% on
the full value of the amount staked by players.

Following the Council’s decision, the
Directorate General of GST Intelligence (DGGI)
issued a series of tax demand notices to gaming
companies. The notices sought to levy GST not
only under the amended regime, which came
into force on October 1, 2023, but also on
revenues earned during the pre-amendment
period, resulting in tax demands running into
several lakh crore rupees.

Challenging these demands, gaming
companies argued that GST could be levied only
on the consideration retained by the platform
and not on the entire value of bets or contest
entry fees contributed by users. Taxing the full
face value of stakes, they contended, was
commercially untenable and failed to account
for the long-recognised distinction between
games of skill and games of chance.

Rejecting these arguments, the Supreme
Court held that online gaming platforms
involving money stakes were distinct from
conventional skill-based competitions. While
participants in a skill-based contest merely pay
an entry fee to compete, the Court observed that
online gaming platforms are structured around
wagering and often encourage repeated
participation through discounts and bonuses.

The Court further held that, for GST
purposes, the distinction between games of skill
and games of chance becomes irrelevant once
money is staked on an uncertain outcome.
Referring to the Central Goods and Services Tax
Act, 2017 (CGST Act), which expressly includes
actionable claims relating to lottery, betting, and
gambling within the tax net, the Court
concluded that Parliament was competent to
levy GST on online gaming involving money
stakes. It also rejected the industry’s contention
that the 2023 amendments imposed a fresh levy.
Instead, the Court held that the amendments
merely “clarified and standardised” the existing
legal framework governing the taxation of such
activities and were therefore capable of
operating retrospectively.

Why did the Court uphold State curbs on
real-money gaming?
At the outset, the Court observed that “betting”

07J6.Why did SC back curbs on online gaming?
HTeTaTse AfHAT W gfaaencas 39Tal &1 97T Falea ~a=rerd S F4Y fFar?

The Supreme Court rulings on real-money gaming industry

Rearer-waft AT 3e@T 91 wafoa Farmey & favkr

and “gambling” are res extra commercium
(activities outside legitimate commerce) and
therefore fall outside the protection ordinarily
available to trade and business activities. It held
that while games of skill may be constitutionally
protected, the introduction of money stakes
imparts the character of wagering to the activity,
bringing it within the States’ legislative
competence.

The Bench was also not persuaded by the
contention that fantasy sports are
predominantly skill-based. It noted that even
sophisticated predictive models are unable to
forecast sporting outcomes with certainty.

The Court further observed that the
widespread availability of smartphones and
digital payment gateways had effectively turned
every mobile phone into a virtual “gambling
house”. It held that State governments are
competent to impose reasonable restrictions on
such activities and could draw legislative
support not only from Entry 34 of List II relating
to betting and gambling but also from Entry 1
concerning public order.

What are the implications?

The judgments come at a time when the
industry is already grappling with the fallout of
the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming
Act, 2025 (2025 Act). The legislation prohibited
all forms of online real-money gaming, with the
government citing national security concerns,
including the alleged use of digital wallets and
cryptocurrencies for money laundering and
illicit fund transfers. It, however, carved out
exceptions for e-sports, educational games, and
social

Sudipta Bhar.tacha.rjee Partner at Khaitan &
Co, who has represented several online gaming
and casino companies before the Supreme
Court, told The Hindu that the industry had
effectively come to a standstill following the
enactment of the 2025 law, which could make
recovery of the tax demands difficult. “The GST
ruling may not translate into any meaningful
recovery for the authorities. Many companies
have either shifted their operations outside India
or pivoted to sectors such as social gaming and
fintech. The GST demands are several times
higher than the revenues these companies have
ever earned and are simply beyond their ability
to pay. We are also likely to see a spate of
insolvency proceedings,” he said.

Mr. Bhattacharjee also pointed out that the
verdict could have implications for the challenge
to the 2025 law on the ground that Parliament
lacked the legislative competence to enact it.
“The apex court has clearly held that betting
and gambling are State subjects under Entry 34
and upheld State laws regulating such activities.

We will now have to wait and see how the Union

government defends its position that it has the
legislative competence to enact the 2025 law
under Entry 52 of the Union List, which permits
regulation of industries where such intervention
is considered expedient in the public interest,”
he said.
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e The Supreme Court on May 27, 2026, delivered two rulings with major ramifications for the
country’s real-money gaming industry.

Hafed FATeT & 27 A, 2026 H1 427 & RAA-7=At AFAT 3g@NT 91 A9 THG STefet arel ar
Fcayol o fgu

e A Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan upheld the constitutional validity of
the Centre’s retrospective 28% GST levy on online gaming companies and, in a separate
judgment, affirmed the validity of State laws prohibiting real-money gaming platforms.

= .. TRENaTeT 3R AR, AT hl NS o HieTelTset ATHT HUTAT W he HIHR SR
AT 31T T 28% SRS T Fenieieh LT hl SN T@T AT Ueh JUeh A0 7 Ryel-
HeAT AHT clewhlAT o Gfaes oallet aTel Ao hiefail ehr derar 1 #ff give |

What did the Court have to decide?
IR FY e weat 9 fAoir 47 917?

e The judgments arose from two distinct sets of appeals concerning the regulation and taxation
of online gaming platforms.

Y fAoT HieTeligeT IATHIT CelehiAT & Taferatet 3R e & Fafera ar garen el & 3cqee
§UI

e The first batch related to State laws prohibiting online betting and wagering.
Tgell HHE JieTelige] HeeaTol R G oRllel T TS SETTel alel A Siefall & Hefere |

e |n 2021, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka enacted legislation criminalising betting on games
played in cyberspace and prescribing penalties, including imprisonment.

ay 2021 # afearg 3R Fares  AaREIH H Yol STe dTel Well I FEHTSN I ORI ST
Y TUT HRIGE Higd &3 [FTUTRA el aTel Hiofed FAT|

e After the Madras High Court and Karnataka High Court struck down these enactments, the
respective State governments approached the Supreme Court, arguing that betting and
gambling fall within their legislative competence under Entry 34 of List Il of the Seventh
Schedule.

HETH 3°4 AT 3R FeAled Iod ~ATATd SaRT S Hleal 1 & [T STl & ale; Heifere
T TART  Fafed =IrATerd 1 3@ fohdm AR eh 12T foh Teeareit 3R 3 aradt e $r
-1 o 4R 34 & et 37k faemd 31 &t 7 3 B

e They further contended that the restrictions were necessary to address addiction and other
social harms associated with online betting.

3giel Ig i ook e foh 3HfeTeomseT FeeaTsl & 3T ofd 3R 3= Aot geosral & foues &
T I gfaess 3maas g1

e The second batch concerned the applicability of the GST regime to online gaming involving
money stakes.

GERT HHE GeITRI 3R JifeTeinge AfHT 0¥ Siiewd) saaedr 1 y2AlsTdr & Feiftra 2|

e The appeals arose from decisions of the Bombay High Court and Karnataka High Court,
which held that online gaming transactions did not constitute actionable claims under the
GST law and consequently quashed tax proceedings initiated against gaming companies.

ﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁrwaﬂ?mmw%sﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁaﬁww
T o JHTeTelISeT AHIT ofef-8eT SHTHET FeTel & e FRTfedd a1 (Actionable Claims) 781 &
AR aRoTEETET AfHeT Fufaar & faveer 3ReT $I 75 N SRl oI foed a1 g sram &

e The Union government thereafter challenged these rulings before the Supreme Court.

S8 d1C e WA o g1 0Tl bt Fafea =ararery 7 el &

Why was the GST levy upheld?
SheEdY 39T ) FIT TTHIR T@T 7AT?
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The dispute over the GST liability of online gaming platforms stemmed from amendments
approved by the GST Council in August 2023.

HieTelseT ATHIT CAIcHIAT I SHTHET ST Y da faare 3reTed 2023 7 Shewd) aRwg garT
3efAferet FRMEreT & Sceet g31T|
The Council clarified that all online games involving bets or wagers, irrespective of whether

they were predominantly games of skill or games of chance, would attract GST at 28% on the
full value of the amount staked by players.

aRe o Tuse o T ald A1 T & Sfs Hell fieTelse Wel, TS d HEI: Hirer el &f ar
A1 3T, fEenf3al gary oerg 1S O Ui & Hed T 28% Siwwdt & 3refie giet|

Following the Council’s decision, the Directorate General of GST Intelligence (DGGI)
issued a series of tax demand notices to gaming companies.

IRE & fATT & 91g SRR S T shewd) gefasia (DGGI) o AfHT Hufaah s Hv
AT T 3 AfeT TR v

The notices sought to levy GST not only under the amended regime, which came into force
on October 1, 2023, but also on revenues earned during the pre-amendment period, resulting
in tax demands running into several lakh crore rupees.

ol ACHT 1 37oFgaR 2023 W o] HRAMTRIT STGEUT & HAT &1 8T, sfeeh HMET & & 3HfoTd
TorEd W 8t SUTET ofeTTat &t T fomam arT, Foraey i H19T S g IS 393 FﬁFHéd CEY

Challenging these demands, gaming companies argued that GST could be levied only on the
consideration retained by the platform and not on the entire value of bets or contest entry fees
contributed by users.

ﬁ@ﬁﬁgﬁﬁéﬁ@ﬁ%*ﬁﬁﬁﬁ#%ﬁ:%%ﬁ%ﬁmwﬁﬂ
TR ST ST HebelT §, & fob SUGNThcl 13T GaRT STAT T 1S HYOT HeeT TR AT FiAAfRIar gaer
o |

Taxing the full face value of stakes, they contended, was commercially untenable and failed
to account for the long-recognised distinction between games of skill and games of chance.

SeTehT cieh AT o gia & I 3ifehet TR IX o ST cATaE—eh &9 & Icagiieh g TUT I8
aierer 3R 3R T 3mRa Wit & e o TF T ¥ A e 6T 3987 HAT 5

Rejecting these arguments, the Supreme Court held that online gaming platforms involving
money stakes were distinct from conventional skill-based competitions.

ST cIoh! T TR Hd §U+|d‘fu4 ITATIY oF gl foh =TT 3TenRa iTeTengsT AT corlewhiar
IRYRe hiered-3menid SfaAfaranit & e g
While participants in a skill-based contest merely pay an entry fee to compete, the Court

observed that online gaming platforms are structured around wagering and often encourage
repeated participation through discounts and bonuses.

AT o gl Toh ST6T hierel- MRt FTra et 7 wfcremmsft dharel $1eT St & TAer Yoeh &l
€, T8I HieTolse AT CIThia HTHTSIT T TTTAT T TR 81l ¢ A I T TUT el d o
ATETH ¥ IR-IR ARG &1 Wcaried a8

The Court further held that, for GST purposes, the distinction between games of skill and
games of chance becomes irrelevant once money is staked on an uncertain outcome.

TSI o 3R &gl foh STHET & TeeT 7 o &1 forelt aifafeaa aRome 9x eaifRy aems ST &,
pierer 3R 31T 7197 3menRa Welt & & &7 3R 3T 8 SITaAT g

Referring to the Central Goods and Services Tax Act, 2017 (CGST Act), which expressly
includes actionable claims relating to lottery, betting, and gambling within the tax net, the
Court concluded that Parliament was competent to levy GST on online gaming involving
money stakes.

v aq va dar F HfAfEH, 2017 (CGST Act) 1 350@ T §T, S diedl, Feearsh 3R
ST A H AT HrAifead gral T TIYE T F HT & SR 7 AT AT §, 7 AT o forseny
TRt foh GaITRY 3MenRa 3ieTelseT ATHIT 9T STHET T T 37TFR T Y I1ed &1
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e |t also rejected the industry’s contention that the 2023 amendments imposed a fresh levy.
ITATE of 36T o 3H deh ! #T IR T 1T foh ¥ 2023 & FRiErAT gaRT HI$ 74T X
AT AT & |

e |Instead, the Court held that the amendments merely “clarified and standardised” the existing
legal framework governing the taxation of such activities and were therefore capable of
operating retrospectively.

$H T, = Terd o FgT o 3o TRATEAT of haol THY ATATATAAT & HTTT & Faad
TICTATT Tefelt G T ‘ST AR AThishe” fhaT &, SETAT ¢ qaeardt veira & oire] femar S
ThT gl

Why did the Court uphold State curbs on real-money gaming?

AT A RIT-FAT ATAT | T THRT & gfaae’ F1 F47 SR @

e At the outset, the Court observed that “betting” and “gambling” are res extra
commercium (activities outside legitimate commerce) and therefore fall outside the
protection ordinarily available to trade and business activities.

TR H ~ARITeIY o el foh “WEeaTSl” 3R “F3HT” I THFEET HIATAAA (res extra
commercium) g (371 3¢ arfoifoaes arfafaferat & grr & s1ex fr arfafafem ik safov s
HHAT: SR UG TGl ITed HITfoieh TIETOT ST el g

¢ |t held that while games of skill may be constitutionally protected, the introduction of money

stakes imparts the character of wagering to the activity, bringing it within the States’ legislative
competence.

TN & el foh JehTy hIRIeT-3TEmR Well T Haenfeieh FETT AICT &1 Hehll 8, Fohe] STa
313 eI &g R S9TS ST & o ITfAfafer T Tawd geearsh &1 & Sar g, foed g U=t &
el 1R &7 & 3 ST 81

e The Bench was also not persuaded by the contention that fantasy sports are predominantly
skill-based.

0 e FAER T HEI: HIRI-3TUR Alefod aTel Toh & 8 TeAT 61 g5
e It noted that even sophisticated predictive models are unable to forecast sporting outcomes
with certainty.

IR & ool [T o 3rcame]foreh qalefHTel Alsel o Wel T faTcn3it & TRomaAT hr forferd
sifasgamof et #F FETH AT &8 1
e The Court further observed that the widespread availability of smartphones and digital

payment gateways had effectively turned every mobile phone into a virtual “gambling
house”.

=T = 31T &gl foh TATERIT 3R FBfSreer sperarer ded i caren Sqerstrar o yorrdl &9 &
Ycdeh HISTSel Blel T Teh AT “FHTeR” H aRafela ¢ fear g

e |t held that State governments are competent to impose reasonable restrictions on such
activities and could draw legislative support not only from Entry 34 of List Il relating to betting
and gambling but also from Entry 1 concerning public order.

FITATERT & &gl [ U T Tl arfafaferat v giawera gfdaer aemer & fov gare § 3k
sﬂ‘c}?f@wa‘maﬁ-ll frufafee 34 (mﬁﬁﬁqm)ﬁﬂﬁ,a%mm@@éﬁm
gfafe 1 & off ey 3R ured T Ihdl §1

What are the implications?

SqF F1 fAfgard &7

e The judgments come at a time when the industry is already grappling with the fallout of the
Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Act, 2025 (2025 Act).
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I fAUTT 08 §FT 7 A0 § TS 33T 95l U & Aaeng AR (Fad va Rfaase) s,
2025 (2025 rferfera) & gemmal & ST @ e

The legislation prohibited all forms of online real-money gaming, with the government citing
national security concerns, including the alleged use of digital wallets and cryptocurrencies
for money laundering and illicit fund transfers.

SH FIeTe o JTeAelssl RAT-Faly ATHeT & 7l wt qx wfcarer oram feam &, foress fow wwar &
TsErr gRaT wareht Riansit a1 garer feam ar, foee #el affegar 3R 3 4 geaia’oT 8
f3ficer atele aur frcetenyET & HfAd 3ueT & enfder R T T|

It, however, carved out exceptions for e-sports, educational games, and social gaming.
gronifeh, 3a- §-TaiEH, Afdre @l aur Aere AfAT F AT 3r9are vere fhu|

Sudipta Bhattacharjee, Partner at Khaitan & Co, who has represented several online
gaming and casino companies before the Supreme Court, told The Hindu that the industry
had effectively come to a standstill following the enactment of the 2025 law, which could
make recovery of the tax demands difficult.

AT U3 FUelt & NG gerea seerarstt, Siegiel Hafed ~ArTerd 7 3ol HfeTclge AfHaT
3R T huferat shr gfafateica fohar 8, o1 ol foh 2025 & iefet o o] §let o SIG e reT FemrdT
w9 & 3g1a 1 A 3 o5 727 &, TSR A A hT Il hiSeT & Fehell &1

“The GST ruling may not translate into any meaningful recovery for the authorities.
Y Feht ol & weraa: SRR 1 H1S Ao age s 78 @)

Many companies have either shifted their operations outside India or pivoted to sectors such
as social gaming and fintech.

FS FUAAT o JT AY IS TRATAT AR T ST TATHATAR o [T & 37271 Wierer AfAer 3ik
fretea 1A &TAT I 31 3@ o foram g

The GST demands are several times higher than the revenues these companies have ever
earned and are simply beyond their ability to pay.

SHTHET S A g7 T2l STRT 3 ceh IS ol UsTEd W g AT TR § AR aTehr 3rcAred
AT Salch ALY H TEL &

We are also likely to see a spate of insolvency proceedings,” he said.

Sogle) @eT, ‘g Rarferaras sriafeat fr v 98 dear o Sus & A g E1”

Mr. Bhattacharjee also pointed out that the verdict could have implications for the challenge
to the 2025 law on the ground that Parliament lacked the legislative competence to enact it.

A sreeTarsit o g o Sf3ra v o T fAvTar 2025 & ielet &1 38 3MUR 9 &Y 778 el bt
THITIT IR ThdT & o TG Pl 5T SeIlel T AT 3SR 9o 8T AT

“The apex court has clearly held that betting and gambling are State subjects under Entry 34
and upheld State laws regulating such activities.

351 ohgl, “Tafed a1l & TYSE T A gl & fob TeeaTsil iR o3 gfafse 34 3F 3ided T
T & o o arfafafert & faferaffa e arel T Sisfs ol 38 ST gl

We will now have to wait and see how the Union government defends its position that it has
the legislative competence to enact the 2025 law under Entry 52 of the Union List, which
permits regulation of industries where such intervention is considered expedient in the public
interest,” he said.

39 I ST B9 Toh che; TIhR Tohd Jeh T ety el & o 3@ ww gt Mrufaffe s2 &
37Tl 2025 T FHleleT JaTlat 1 faemdy 31fUHR e &, St 37 3 & fafgse i sepafa &
¢ ToteTel TraaTfoieh feet 7 GEaIaly 3Taeas G SiidT §|” 3egiet &l
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07J6 | Bursts of rain may deal a double whammy to soil moisture, nitrogen
aiier & et 2k fredt i a1t 3kt Ao W Qe raTd ageT e ©
07J6 | What is a birthmark? How does it form?
SI=ATAE (Birthmark) 4T 81T &2 g $¥ aear 8?2

Bursts of rain may deal a double whammy to soil moisture, nitrogen

Vasudevan Mukunth

Two new studies, pu-
blished in Nature and Na-
ture  Geoscience, have
found that as climate
change concentrates rain-
fall into fewer, more in-
tense events, the land be-
low may face a double
whammy. In their May 13
paper in Nature, Dart-
mouth College, U.S., re-
searchers concluded that
more concentrated rain
can reduce the amount of
water stored in soils and

aquifers across all global
climates. This is because
heavy bursts of rain can ex-
ceed the soil’s infiltration
capacity, leading to an “in-
filtration excess” where
water pools on the surface.

Because these intense
events are typically sepa-
rated by longer dry inter-
vals, the pooled water
evaporates instead of re-
charging deep soil layers.
Their work suggests that
the drying effect of precip-
itation concentration is
roughly equal in magni-

tude to the wetting effect of
increasing total annual
rainfall, effectively neutra-
lising potential gains in the
availability of water in ma-
ny regions.

In their May 25 paper in
Nature Geoscience, re-
searchers from across Chi-
na reported a specific rain-
fall threshold of around
700 mm/year that seemed
to determine how soil re-
tains nitrogen. Below this
threshold, the soil general-
ly retains nitrogen because
a limited amount of water

restricts the movement of
nutrients and encourages
competition between
plants and microbes. But
above 700 mm, more
moisture encourages
leaching, leading to signifi-
cant nitrogen loss.

These studies together
suggest concentrated rain-
fall could blur the distinc-
tion between wetter and
drier rainfall regimes. If a
region receives 600 mm of
rain in concentrated bursts
rather than in steady inter-
vals, the downpours could

wash more nitrogen out of
the soils than the annual
rainfall total alone would
suggest.

According to the Nature
study, 27% of the world’s
population will face abnor-
mally dry conditions due
to concentrated rainfall
alone even if total rainfall
doesn’t decrease. A grow-
ing body of research sug-
gests the southwest mon-
soon is itself becoming
more episodic, with more
seasonal rainfall falling in
intense downpours sepa-

rated by dry
intervals.

This, together with the
Nature Geoscience study’s
findings, suggests annual
total rainfall alone may no
longer capture how ecosys-
tems respond to changing
rainfall patterns.

Intense rainfall events
can wash away nitrogen, a
nutrient crucial for plant
growth, before it can be
used, while the subse-
quent dry period can
quicken water loss by
evaporation.

longer

07J6. Bursts of rain may deal a double whammy to soil moisture, nitrogen

aiter & ol gk e i 7t 3t aTgeiare oR aYer JmaTa g wwd §

e Two new studies, published in Nature and Nature Geoscience, have found that as climate
change concentrates rainfall into fewer, more intense events, the land below may face a
double whammy.

Nature 3R Nature Geoscience H GehIfRIdl &l wIV 3ex=At & 9TT 31T & foh SIA-S1E Srerary
aRadter asT 1 & Afehet 31fRe ol aea3it 7 FHiod T @1 8, A S et AR T AHAT e

3 ThdT gl

¢ Intheir May 13 paper in Nature, Dartmouth College, U.S., researchers concluded that more
concentrated rain can reduce the amount of water stored in soils and aquifers across all
global climates.

13 A FT Nature H GHITAT 31T AETTT 3 IRANHT & SEABY FlokoT P ATTHAT oF foIshy
TorenTelr foh 31feren Shide awt faed & @l Stefary &t & fAee) 3R srstereral (Aquifers) # Farfed
SToT T ATAT T A HT AhaT &

o This is because heavy bursts of rain can exceed the soil’s infiltration capacity, leading to an
“infiltration excess” where water pools on the surface.

VT 3HOIT I & Fifeh auT & g &k fAedT v 3rgeiwor &1# 4T (Infiltration Capacity) &
318 & @ohd &, oraer «“arfafera sraenyor RRYfa (Infiltration Excess)” 3cde< gidT g 31X 7o
Hg W THA g1 1T &
e Because these intense events are typically separated by longer dry intervals, the pooled
water evaporates instead of recharging deep soil layers.
e T ey AT e % S AACT: o qF AT B §, SHTT TR ST e e
T TRl T GASTRE et & ST AT 8 ST 8|
e Their work suggests that the drying effect of precipitation concentration is roughly equal in

magnitude to the wetting effect of increasing total annual rainfall, effectively neutralising
potential gains in the availability of water in many regions.

3eTeh AT W Hehdl THIAT & Toh ST oh helehiuT ohT SHHRY THTE ol dTTSeh a1 & g fer &
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HTETHTOT TSI & ATHIT S BT &, ToTHH 3Hoieh &1 F STeT 3Toletrdl 7 HHIfA gafer ahr orey

JHTE T F THATCT 8 ST &

In their May 25 paper in Nature Geoscience, researchers from across China reported a
specific rainfall threshold of around 700 mm/year that seemed to determine how soil retains
nitrogen.

25 AS & Nature Geoscience H YhIfAd 2Neras & el & NeIhd3it oF orerser 700 A+ afy af
#$r v TafAse auT AT 1 oo fohar, ST I8 UTRE AT gdia gt & fop AT sitgelster i
FT YR Ffaa @ B

Below this threshold, the soil generally retains nitrogen because a limited amount of water
restricts the movement of nutrients and encourages competition between plants and
microbes.

38 AT ¥ A I glel TR AT AATIT: FATSCISTeT ol FeATT IW T § FATTeh TlTad STl I
el <hT ATt h SR il & X et T gerarsiiat & e gfcrede st aerar & g

But above 700 mm, more moisture encourages leaching, leading to significant nitrogen loss.

féhe 700 et & 3R awh gl R 3feres w1l fifRer (Leaching) &1 Serar &l 8, oy
ATSCISTeT T Seal@aTT glfey 8l &1

These studies together suggest concentrated rainfall could blur the distinction between wetter
and drier rainfall regimes.

Y 2l e TR Hehel ool § Toh Shiferet AT 31fRren 3177 3R 3778reh Qrseh AT cgaen3if o o
& 3R Y LT FT el 81
If a region receives 600 mm of rain in concentrated bursts rather than in steady intervals, the

downpours could wash more nitrogen out of the soils than the annual rainfall total alone would
suggest.

e fandlr &1 & 600 foralY oot I 3ol & i oty gRT # giell &, oY Tel FHeIeR s
THEE A 3987 A TR ATSEIST TeTh o 51T Hehel! &, TSI Shafel dTfSeh ST Y AET I AT

ST ST b &

According to the Nature study, 27% of the world’s population will face abnormally dry
conditions due to concentrated rainfall alone even if total rainfall doesn’t decrease.

Nature 3Te2%l & 3TER, 37cl €1 ool TN H Al o1 g1, T & sherel hicieT AT o ShROT fareq Y
27% SIAHEAT I AT &9 I s TRITUTIGT A1 Arear e |
A growing body of research suggests the southwest monsoon is itself becoming more

episodic, with more seasonal rainfall falling in intense downpours separated by longer dry
intervals.

TGl QT Ig Hehel &l © o SFETOT-af¥as AT T3 3118 WS (episodic) BIaT ST T &,
Torea At oSl a1 as7 19T ey AT T3t & &9 H el § R So7oh ol o ¢[oeh 3ol 8t
gl

This, together with the Nature Geoscience study’s findings, suggests annual total rainfall
alone may no longer capture how ecosystems respond to changing rainfall patterns.

Ig a2, Nature Geoscience eIl & ToTsehl & ATY fHciehY, Hehel el § 7o shael aTf¥eh el
T 379 Tg THSTA & folw g w161 & for wikFEafas a7 agara ast yfawdt ) v v
grafsrar axd g

Intense rainfall events can wash away nitrogen, a nutrient crucial for plant growth, before it
can be used, while the subsequent dry period can quicken water loss by evaporation.

oty ST &Y Tre=ATe aitrt T gefer & foIv Jreda HEcaqLoT UIveh ded aATSeraret &l 38 3TN &
TG & J6T TRl §, STt 8 G 3o ATel Yo el ATSHNHIIT & ATEIH STl glfed &l 3R
aST X dehdT g
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Marks that stay

What is a birthmark?
i rd

A birthmark is a coloured
mark on the skin that is
either present at birth or
develops shortly
afterwards. While some of
them may fade over time,
others stay for life.
Birthmarks are essentially
‘mistakes’ in the
development of skin cells
or blood vessels. They
generally fall in one of two
categories. Vascular
birthmarks occur when
blood vessels in a
particular area do not
form correctly, i.e. because
there are too many of
them or they may be wider
than usual. The extra
blood flow that results
gives the skin there a red,

pink or even purple
appearance. Common
examples include the
so-called ‘stork bikes” on
the neck or the
‘strawberry’ marks.
Second, pigmented
birthmarks are caused
when melanocytes, the
cells that give your skin its
colour, overgrow in an
area. As these cells cluster
together, they create a
patch that is darker than
the surrounding skin.
Common variations
include moles, light-brown
‘café-au-lait’ spots, and
bluish-gray patches. The
exact reason why these
clusters form is not
known.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to science@thehindu.co.in

07J6. What is a birthmark? How does it form?

SIeATRIES (Birthmark) &7 81T 872 I8 $& ae7ar &7

e A birthmark is a coloured mark on the skin that is
either present at birth or develops shortly afterwards.

SeATET (Birthmark) ca€r 93 &1 Teh (oM femeT @iar g, S
T AN Sied o FHY AISE 1T & 37YaT SToH & HS THI 916,
fowfa gr srar g1

¢ While some of them may fade over time, others stay
for life.

$oTH q 0 THY & H1Y ooh IS Tehd &, ST Th FS SldesR
ECRGOES

e Birthmarks are essentially ‘mistakes’ in the
development of skin cells or blood vessels.

STeHTAE Helcl: caaT hiTRAIIT AT Tl ATfgehr3it o faepray &
gt arel ‘gl &1 aRoTH g1 B
e They generally fall in one of two categories.

HIAI: ¢ &1 JH7@ A0t & faenfoia fopar sirem 2

e Vascular birthmarks occur when blood vessels in a particular area do not form correctly, i.e.
because there are too many of them or they may be wider than usual.

HAgeA! A-ATIET dF 3cTooT &1 § SIS [oh ¥l [T &1 el YoFc ATTehIU Tel ThR A A e =1gr
g, 37T 3Ty T 31f0 gl & a1 3 THeT I 317 ey gl &

e The extra blood flow that results gives the skin there a red, pink or even purple appearance.
S8 UROTAEIRY glel aTell T RereT Tohel FaTg ool ohl oflel, I[elTalt 3727a derelt LT T Faey
geTel T g

e Common examples include the so-called ‘stork bites’ on the neck or the ‘strawberry’ marks.
FHS TTHT 3STER0N H ST W UTT STt dTel ‘Tl IIBeH’ AT TSy S et enfaer &1

e Second, pigmented birthmarks are caused when melanocytes, the cells that give your skin
its colour, overgrow in an area.

T YR & IS AARIET ad Je1d § o190 AAEIEEEd (Melanocytes), ST cadT &I 3T 9&Te
e ATl HITRAHIT &, TRl 817 3 eI ToF Ig AT 8 1

e Common variations include moles, light-brown ‘café-au-lait’ spots, and bluish-gray
patches.

$H% HAT FhRT A faer (Moles), gooh 81X a7 & ‘Sih-30- &real (Café-au-lait Spots) T
AI-4HT W7 & T (Bluish-Gray Patches) A 81
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07J6 | Kaziranga National Park records 30 raptor and six stork species in a rapid bird
survey

FHISRIT AT 36T A caika Taft FFa107 F gRrer 30 Ry wadt 31k o7 R wenfaar
gof Y 1S
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Kaziranga National Park records 30 raptor

and six stork species in a rapid bird survey
4GS lli: Environment ]

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve in
Assam has 30 species of
raptors and six species of
storks, a rapid survey fo-
cused on these two catego-
ries of birds has revealed.

The survey, conducted
by a 10-member team bet-
ween the last week of Fe-
bruary and March 2, was
released on Friday (June 5)
to mark World Environ-
ment Day. The Kaziranga
Tiger Reserve authority
surveyed in collaboration
with researchers of Gauha-
ti University.

The enumerators re-
corded 217 individual rap-
tors — buzzards, eagles, fal-
cons, owls, and vultures —
across 30 species and 266

A black-necked stork spotted at Kaziranga National Park in Assam.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

individual storks across six
species.

Critical habitats

India is home to 112 species
of raptors, both diurnal
and nocturnal. Kaziranga
and the adjoining land-
scape harbour about 50
species of these raptors.

Assam’s rich, diverse wet-
lands and the Himalayan
foothills provide critical
habitats for these birds of
prey.

India houses eight of the
20 stork species found in
tropical and subtropical re-
gions worldwide. All eight
of these are found in As-

sam, although Kaziranga
has recorded six.

The raptor-stork study
was conducted across Ka-
ziranga’s three administra-
tive zones — the East As-
sam Wildlife Division, the
Biswanath Wildlife Divi-
sion, and the Nagaon Wil-
dlife Division.

The Eastern Assam Wil-
dlife Division recorded 21
species of raptors and five
species of storks. While
Biswanath recorded 20
species of raptors and six
species of storks, Nagaon
recorded 14 and five,
respectively.

Among the stork spe-
cies, the Asian openbill
(Anastomus oscitans) was
the most abundant, with
92 individuals spotted. The
greater adjutant stork (Lep-
toptilos dubius) was the

rarest, with three indivi-
duals recorded. Among the
raptors, the Himalayan
griffon vulture (Gyps hima-
layensis) was the most
common with 69 indivi-
dual sightings, while the
booted eagle and white-
tailed eagle were the rarest
species with one individual
sighting each.

“Kaziranga’s landscape
also serves as a last strong-
hold for the enigmatic Pal-
las’s fish eagle (Haliaeetus
leucoryphus). A survey
conducted by the Wildlife
Institute of India in January
2020 reported 10 active
nests of Pallas’s fish eagle
in Kaziranga, making it the
protected area with the
highest number of [this
bird’s] breeding sites in the
world,” an official state-
ment read.

07J6. Kaziranga National Park records 30 raptor and six stork species in a
rapid bird survey

IS ASEIT 36ATT A caied vaft wJaror & gRrer 30 R+ vad 3k o7 a”RE
AT gof T S

e The Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve in Assam has 30 species of raptors and
six species of storks, a rapid survey focused on these two categories of birds has revealed.

A YT FISRET TET 36T Ua €59} Rord 7 Ry afdat (Yeed) i 30 wenfaar 3R
ARET AT T FNfadl U1$ TS §, Tg STIHRT 37 ar ATt & ufgrat W Figa v caRd adferor &
A IS §

e The enumerators recorded 217 individual raptors — buzzards, eagles, falcons, owls, and
vultures — across 30 species and 266 individual storks across six species.

HLRTOThT3T o 30 FaTferat & et 217 Ry uferat — ao78, Sarer, Bioehet, 3oo] 3NN gy
— YT & FTfaral & 39Tl 266 FRET I &t feha|

Critical habitats

Ageaqut A

e Indiais home to 112 species of raptors, both diurnal and nocturnal.
R et 3R T it T TfhT W@t arelt RIFRY afgraY Y 112 genfaat Fr 3mara g

e Assam’s rich, diverse wetlands and the Himalayan foothills provide critical habitats for
these birds of prey.

3r8H 1wy 3R fafaer smeifaar aur fRarey i aaedt s+ RISRY gfarl & fov Ageaqot
AT YeTe i 8
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India houses eight of the 20 stork species found in tropical and subtropical regions
worldwide.

e & 3eurerfeatfi 3R uTsuTR T 8131 7 U155 ST aTell 20 R TSAfadl 7 I 316 7R
H urs ST 8
The raptor-stork study was conducted across Kaziranga’s three administrative zones —

the East Assam Wildlife Division, the Biswanath Wildlife Division, and the Nagaon
Wildlife Division.

NC-HRE HETAT FISNAN & ofter gamafora avat — gt 3raer aeasita gemr, faeaamy aeasha
W 3R AT Fegsiia TemmT — # fanar ara|

The greater adjutant stork (Leptoptilos dubius) was the rarest, with three individuals
recorded.

I TS ARH (Leptoptilos dubius) TH gerst 91T 31T, TS1Eeh harel et g&ft st fohw 71w |

Among the raptors, the Himalayan griffon vulture (Gyps himalayensis) was the most
common with 69 individual sightings, while the booted eagle and white-tailed eagle were
the rarest species with one individual sighting each.

fRIsrT afarat 7 fareras frela gy (Gyps himalayensis) @ 31fere g aram, foraeht 69
IR SYRAT ot 1 1S, STfeh 4¢3 §oret IR FTBT-Te3 §9rel Harll Gold T, FHeTohy ol vah-TF
TR IYRUTA gof T TS|

“Kaziranga’s landscape also serves as a last stronghold for the enigmatic Pallas’s fish
eagle (Haliaeetus leucoryphus).

‘SISt FT IR TEaAd Yorw fver §arer (Haliaeetus leucoryphus) & 3Td Hetgd
JTaTE H F TH g
A survey conducted by the Wildlife Institute of India in January 2020 reported 10 active

nests of Pallas’s fish eagle in Kaziranga, making it the protected area with the highest
number of breeding sites of this bird in the world,” an official statement read.

STl 2020 F HRAT gl FEATT SINT FRT AT FSETOT 7 FTReN F Yad fer §arer & 10
AR giFa cof hT 31T &, [0 I8 faeg & 59 uel & Tatfis Yolelst Tl arer Tied &7
eI IATE,” IR eh TTTeT gl T
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